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Questions (and comments) come to MAESSR through its 
Web site and via its telephone answering machine. Moni-
toring both to provide our clients with the most up-to-

date information about our mission, our dogs, and our services 
is the job of a dedicated team of volunteers.

Whether by Keyboard …
Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue’s informational 
Web site (info@maessr.org) is “manned” seven days a week. 
Paula Knutson, a 15-year MAESSR volunteer veteran who has 
been answering emails for 10 of those years, directs a team of 
five other volunteers (Bonnie Stapleton, Nancy Hale, Jenny 
Crandall, Linda Keiper, and Ellen Shaeffer). Each is responsible 
for checking the site one to two mornings, afternoons, or eve-
nings. They provide assistance by supplying answers to a wide 
variety of questions about MAESSR and Springers in general, re-
ferring queries to relevant experts on MAESSR’s volunteer staff, 
and monitoring the MAESSR Web site.

“I’d really like to adopt Rumplestiltskin. When can I pick him up?”
“Where are you?”
“I’m moving and can’t take my dog with me. Can you help?”
“I just saw a beautiful Springer in my local shelter. Will MAESSR 
rescue him?”
“What can you tell me about Springer spaniels?”
“I live in Montana. Where can I find a Springer rescue near me?’
“How do I apply to adopt a Springer from you?”
“Would you accept a donation?”
The above are just a few of the many questions that come into 
the MAESSR information Web site each day. While the volunteers  
have a manual and templates which give answers to almost all  
the questions which come in, they soon become “fluent” in the 
responses to the more common queries and quite often have 
back-and-forth email conversations with people interested in 
MAESSR’s mission. Info@MAESSR is the first step for those 
responding to Petfinder postings; those folks are given detailed 
information on MAESSR’s adoption procedures. In addition to the  
questions, the volunteers are often the frontline for adopters 
wanting to let MAESSR know that their pet has gone to the Rain- 
bow Bridge, is sick, or is in need of assistance. Knowledge, tact, 
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empathy, and understanding need to be part of their skill set.

A second part of the Web site staff’s duties involves serving as 
a referral service for those with specific needs. The team acts as 
a liaison between the Web site and MAESSR’s specialized teams 
such as Owner Relinquishment, Shelter Referral, Training, Fund 
Raising, and Adoption. The Web site staff is also able to help 
those in other areas of the country as they try to find rescue or 
adoption services near them. Info@MAESSR receives requests 
and pictures from shelters. Paula’s team monitors these requests 
and forwards any that may involve Springers. 

The third part of the Web site team’s responsibilities is monitor-
ing the MAESSR chat room (maessr@yahoogroups.com). Any 
messages that are posted on that site must first be read and 
“approved” by one of the team. This monitoring process, which 
includes limiting the repetition of the original message, not 
only protects all using the site from commercial or inappropri-
ate usage but also allows messages with specific purposes to be 
most efficiently sent to the proper recipient. For example, mes-
sages regarding transportation arrangements may be redirected 
to the Transport team instead of being posted to the hundreds 
subscribing to the list-serve. As attachments and pictures are 
not permitted, the monitors can also tell the message sender 
how to post their pictures.

Or by Telephone …
Sue Adamovitz, a MAESSR veteran of 13 years, now living in 
Hilton Head, South Carolina, is responsible for checking the 
MAESSR answering machine on a daily basis and responding—
usually within two hours—to the questions, comments, and 
issues that are phoned in to the 301-362-0423 number. Sue 
feels she is an ambassador for MAESSR and often finds herself 
serving as the “gateway” to the organization. For many who 
choose to use the phone as opposed to the Web site, she is the 
voice of MAESSR. Through the years, Sue has helped with trans-
port, fostering, adoption applications and training, and owner 
relinquishment. She is currently the backup coordinator for the 
Relinquishment team.

Those many years of experience help Sue sort the calls that 
come in for delivery to the appropriate MAESSR team. In many 
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In the evening many stars brighten the moonlit sky, but none 
shine as brightly as MAESSR’s Star II! Star and her sister, 
Dina II, an honorary Springer, came to MAESSR when their 

owner needed to re-home his dogs due to changes in his circum-
stances. Star, at age 14, is an exuberant senior gal who shows 
us that age is just a number! Star’s a happy, loving, and good-
natured girl who spreads happiness wherever she goes. She’s a 
beauty, like the brightest star in the sky.
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Who’s That Volunteer? Pick a Pair: 
Christine Lee and Jim Vezina

JEN WHITEHOUSE

Did you know that MAESSR 
participates in many high-
profile events in New Jersey? 

Ever wonder who is behind the 
scenes of those events? It’s Chris-
tine Lee and Jim Vezina, who are 
members of our current New Jersey 
events coordinator team. They help 
in numerous ways by reaching out 
to New Jersey communities to raise 
awareness of MAESSR’s mission.

It all started in 2012 at the Cran-
berry Festival in Chatsworth, New 
Jersey. Jim and Christine, who were 
on the waiting list for an adop-
tion from MAESSR, came across our 
rescue booth, manned by Debbie Lipscey, Vicki Phillips, and other 
MAESSR volunteers. After chatting and learning more about the 
organization, they decided that they wanted to become involved. 
Bravely, they jumped in with both feet and started fostering.

Jim and Christine came to MAESSR after their beloved Springer, 
Brittany, passed away at age 13, having lived a good life. Jim and 
Christine knew that they wanted to rescue the second time around, 
so they did some research, got in touch with MAESSR, and the rest 
is history!

Since they began volunteering in November 2012, Jim and Chris-
tine have helped out by fostering, taking responsibility for events, 
transporting dogs (one even as far to the Lipsceys’ Springer Farm in 
Virginia!), and helping with MAESSR merchandise. They draw upon 
an abundance of useful skills, acquired while Jim was employed 
by a local school district and Christine worked for the state. The 
couple’s current work is focused on helping MAESSR by register-
ing participants for events, manning booths, and setting up tables 
anywhere they can to spread the word about MAESSR.

Jim and Christine share their home with their current springer, 
Cooper IV, class of 2013, who steals the hearts of everyone who 
meets him. Cooper is a huge woo-woo’er. Jim and Christine just love 
how Cooper comes running up with a toy and woo-woo’s whenever 
they come home. He also gives a woo-woo every time someone gets 
ice out of the ice maker. Cooper loves ice cubes! He is completely 
devoted to Jim and always wants to be touching him. They’re 
inseparable and go everywhere together, whether to run errands, 
go to the car wash or fishing at the beach, or to visit friends or the 
park, or simply go for a ride.If you’ve ever come to an event in New 
Jersey and visited a MAESSR booth, you’ve probably met Cooper. 
Quite often he is the greeter for our rescue. With his soulful eyes 
and teddy bear look, he melts the hearts of anyone who approaches 
for a cuddle and a pat.

Jim and Christine love working with MAESSR and with the Springer 
breed. According to Christine, “They are just such a happy, funny, 
loyal breed. Most of the time they don’t even realize they aren’t hu-
man.” Which is something any Springer owner could attest!

Wish Upon a Star
CANDI LYNN

STAR BEFORE

It’s obvious that Star was 
loved by her previous owner 
and given good care. She has 
adapted very well to her foster 
home and she’s willing and 
eager to find a new owner to 
love. Star’s health problems are 
few for a gal her age! She has 
a slight heart murmur, a small 
cataract that doesn’t really af-
fect her vision, and she’s on a 
supplement that supports joint 
health. 

Star loves to dance, especially at meal time. In fact, meal time is 
one of her favorite activities. She doesn’t sing for her supper, as 
she’s quiet and dignified, but she loves to dance! Also, it helps 
her keep her girlish figure! Star isn’t possessive and is extremely 
good-natured. This shining star is completely trustworthy in the 
home—no need to worry! 

Star gets along well with all dogs and all people. She likes to get 
close to you and become the center of your attention. It’s not 
known how Star would do in a home with cats, but her foster 
family feels she would be just fine with them.

After an exciting day of hanging out with her people, going for 
walks, or participating in whatever activity comes along, Star is 
ready for bedtime. She’d love to share her people’s bed, but she’s 
content curling up on her doggie bed, right next to her family. 
Star sleeps through the night without the need for a potty 

continued on page 3

STAR AFTER
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Score Points for Springers
Lake Anna Summer Splash

On the afternoon of August 15, Chuck and Jean Grutzius 
hosted MAESSR’s annual Summer Splash fundraiser at 
their lovely lakeside home near Bumpass, Virginia. This 

year’s picnic lunch, attended by 27 people and almost as many 
dogs, featured a Mexican theme and included tacos, tapas, color-
ful salads, key lime pie, and Margaritas. While MAESSR enthu-
siasts relaxed on the patio and became better acquainted, their 
dogs swam in Lake Anna, retrieved tennis balls, or played on 
the lawn. Always a wonderful fun event and successful fund-
raiser, this year’s Summer Splash was no exception!

MAESSR’S 3rd Annual Golf Tournament

On Saturday, October 3, MAESSR supporters and friends will 
rally at a Captain’s Choice golf tournament at the Kiskiack 
Golf Club in Croaker, Virginia, near Williamsburg. Registra-

tion will open at 8am, with a Shotgun Start at 9am. The entry 
fee, which is $65 per individual and $260 for teams, includes 
green fees, cart, practice balls, and a cookout-style lunch. Hole 
sponsorship plus a team is $375. There will be raffles, free range 
balls, and other prizes. Single golfers are welcome and a hotel 
discount is available. For more information, please contact John 
Keegan (757-869-3049 or jjkeegan@cox.net). Online registra-
tion is available at www.maessr.orgspecialevents.aspx.

Wish Upon a Star
continued from page 2

break, but will go outside if and when the opportunity presents 
itself. In the morning, Star is eager to start a brand new day!

During her younger years, Star did some hunting, but she’s 
retired now and is content to explore the yard just to see what’s 
out there. She has no interest in chasing after creatures that 
may have come into the yard. To Star, every day is a blessing, 
time to be enjoyed. She loves life and would gladly share her 
sunny outlook with you. Her constantly wagging tail will show 
you that she will cherish any time you spend with her. More-
over, she will give you all of her love!

Star would like to find her very own forever home and would en-
joy sharing her life with another canine companion. She’s been 
around dogs all her life and enjoys their company.

Star is a perfect companion. When you look up at the sky at 
night, consider having the brightest Star standing right there 
beside you. Make a wish upon a star and you’ll make your 
dreams—and Star’s—come true!

Dogs never bite me. Just humans.
Marilyn Monroe 



www.maessr.org

4

Hi! Can we talk? It’s 
Bogey and Stella here! 
We want to talk about 

the importance of microchip-
ping your best friend. We 
understand this because we’re 
constantly on the go. Our 
Mom and Dad feel much better 
knowing that if the unthink-
able happens, and we get separated, we have a much better 
chance to find them again because we’re microchipped and 
registered with the chip companies. 

Have some questions? Let’s see if we can answer those for you!

What is a microchip?
A microchip is tiny, about the size of a grain of rice. It’s im-
planted beneath your pet’s loose skin between the shoulder 
blades, and has an ID number exclusively registered to your pet. 
Vets, rescues, shelters, and animal control offices have a scanner 
that will detect the microchip and identify the registry that has 
your pet’s information and knows how to contact you. Trust me, 
installing the chip doesn’t hurt your pet any more than get-
ting a shot. The chip is not a GPS or a tracking device and it 
does not contain your contact information, only your pet’s ID 
number.

Why should you microchip?
You may be like us, the on-the-go type of dogs, or you could be 
stay-at-home couch potatoes. It doesn’t matter. We all need to 
be microchipped. You just never know what will happen during 
home emergencies or automobile accidents, or if you find your-
self in unfamiliar surroundings. A collar and tag are an added 
bonus but they can be removed or slipped off. A microchip is 
permanent.

We recently moved and Mom updated all of our information on 
the microchip registries so they would know how to find her 
and Dad again. Keeping your own information updated with the 
registry is as important as chipping your best friend. I (Bogey) 
am highly allergic and I have retinal degeneration. Therefore, 
Mom has my medicine and health information on the registry, 
too. We both have our pictures on the registry. Microchipping 
doesn’t take but a few minutes and it may get your dog back 
home quickly if you become separated. 

Where can I get my best friend microchipped?
Rescues, shelters, veterinarians, and clinics can microchip. It is 
relatively inexpensive and only needs to be done once. Chances 
are, if your best friend came from a rescue or shelter, he’s 
already been microchipped. Whenever you get a new pet, make 
sure you register your information with the microchip company 
and keep that information updated! I have an Avid chip as I am 
a MAESSR alumnus and Stella has a Pet Link chip because she 
got hers from the vet. 

Some good news!
MAESSR now uses www.FoundAnimals.org as its microchip registry. 
Mom did a little research and discovered that FoundAnimals.org will 
allow you to register your microchip from any company for free. It 
was quick and easy, and only took a few minutes. She uploaded our 
pictures, put in our vet’s information, health information, and of 
course, her contact information.

Bogey and Stella say, “Microchip your best friend today!” And 
don’t forget to update the registry!

Dogs are our link to paradise. They don’t 
know evil or jealousy or discontent. To 
sit with a dog on a hillside on a glorious 
afternoon is to be back in Eden, where 
doing nothing was not boring—it was 
peace.
Milan Kundera 

A Confidential Chat, Dog-to-Owner, about Microchipping
M.L. WOLFE

Questions … We Get Questions
continued from the front page

cases she returns the call to help the person navigate the Web 
site, fill out the electronic application, and/or helps them by 
mailing a hard copy of the app. She is often the first person 
contacted in an owner relinquishment situation and often calls 
back to counsel the caller in training or relinquishment proce-
dures as well as forwarding the calls to the Owner Relinquish-
ment or Training teams. 

Sue also fields the calls with questions about rescue in general 
and MAESSR in particular. She answers questions about the 
delivery of prizes and the address for donations. And, similar 
to the Web site, she is able to refer callers to the appropriate 
Springer rescue organization in the different geographic areas.

As we have all experienced, when our dog is sick or anxious, we 
just need to talk to someone who is available and understands. 
Sue is that person for those who reach out to the MAESSR 
phone line. She is able to sense times when the personal touch 
in the form of a call-back is needed in addition to (or instead 
of) a simple referral.

The MAESSR community prides itself (rightfully so) on commu-
nication—this attribute of going a little further is what sets us 
apart from other organizations. The folks checking the Web site, 
chat room, and answering the MAESSR line are major factors in 
helping us maintain this service. Special Springer kisses and tail 
wags to them!



www.maessr.org

of ups and downs. While he has remained very sweet, and is 
very much attached to them, just a few short months into their 
adoption, Bex started to have more frequent seizures. At one 
point, he reached a dangerous level of 13 seizures in a 24-hour 
period! After more trips to the vet and a consultation with a 
veterinary neurologist, the proper level of maintenance medica-
tion was determined and a new medication was added to the 
mix. Since that time, Bex’s seizures have all but ceased, except 
for two very brief and mild episodes.

The Brocks’ commitment to Bex speaks volumes about them as 
adopters. They truly love this boy and his sweet, quirky behav-
ior. They report he is quite motivated by food and has learned 
several new commands, including some hand signals. He knows 
sit, down, and shake. He loves to go places and really enjoys 
riding in the car. He accompanies Larry to work most days. He 
loves to be the center of attention too, and although he weighs 
63 lbs., he thinks he’s a lap dog! He has a favorite possession, 
his “blankie,” that goes everywhere with him. He also enjoys 
playing with an oversized soccer ball and a Frisbee. A lover of 
water—but what Springer isn’t?—Bex even decided he wanted 
to join the family in the swimming pool, much to his family’s 
chagrin. He thrives on his family’s attention, and if he feels he’s 
not getting as much as his little heart desires, he will place his 
nose under their hands and give them a noticeable nudge!

While Bex has been very happy in his new home, his family 
reports that there was “just something missing.” They realized 
that Bex had lived with other dogs in his foster homes and in 
his previous adopter’s home, so they believed he needed a ca-
nine companion to keep him company. So, once again, the

continued on page 6
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Bex, a beautiful four-year-
old Springer from New 
Jersey, came to MAESSR 

toward the end of 2012. 
Earlier in the year, he’d been 
diagnosed with epilepsy and 
unfortunately, his owners were 
financially unable to provide 
him with the medication and 
preventative care he required. 
It was a sad time for all, for 
Bex was a beloved member 
of the family. However, his 
owners realized that it was in 
their sweet boy’s best interest 
to become a MAESSR dog so he 
could receive the medical care 
he needed. They also knew 
that MAESSR would be able to 
find a special family who could 
offer him the medical support 
that was beyond their means.

While Bex was in foster care, he received the medication and 
tests he needed to control his epilepsy and thrive as a happy, 
healthy member of a new family. Bex loves people. However, as 
a non-dominant dog, he didn’t always interact well with other 
dogs. It was all new to him, and his foster family worked hard 
to help him interact more appropriately with other canines. In 
almost no time at all, Bex became close companions with the 
resident Springer in his temporary home. His foster family also 
worked with his leash manners and his compulsion for “counter 
surfing.” Through friends of his foster family, Bex was intro-
duced to the wonders of children and how much fun they could 
be. It became apparent that this sweet boy was really enjoying 
his life and his new adventures.

Soon after, Bex was adopted by a wonderful family who adored 
his sweet and loving personality. They were quite active, how-
ever, and ultimately found that Bex needed more one-on-one 
attention to really thrive. He enjoyed the company of the two 
youngsters in the home, but the other canines in the home 
picked on him because of his laid-back personality. For this rea-
son, Bex was reluctantly returned to MAESSR, where his adop-
tive family knew that he would be able to find a more suitable 
home.

In January 2014, almost a year-and-a-half after Bex originally 
came to MAESSR, he was adopted by another kind and loving 
family. Larry and Denise Brock of Pennsylvania, former MAESSR 
adopters, had recently lost their Springer and wanted to share 
their hearts and home with another special dog. When they 
learned about Bex, they felt that they could provide him the 
love and lifestyle that he needed to remain happy and healthy.

Denise and Larry say that life with Bex has had its fair share 

Then and Now: Beautiful Bex
LINDA LINTZ
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Reactivity in dogs is the overreaction to certain stimuli. 
It might be the sight of other dogs, people, kids, loud 
noises, and chaos. The dog’s reaction can be to lunge, 

bark, or growl at the stimulus in an attempt to make the in-
truder “go away.” Reactivity can be misinterpreted as aggression 
to many, but the root cause is a lack of socialization, perhaps 
an experience that scared the dog at some point, or a genetic 
pre-disposition to this behavior.

When reactivity in a dog manifests itself, it can be quite fright-
ening to the owner, especially because it seems to come out of 
nowhere. Dogs do display clear signals before reacting, but their 
owners need to recognize those signals and then address them 
through the use of positive reinforcement methods that include 
conditioning and counter-conditioning.

Dogs can become reactive at any point during their lives, es-
pecially if they weren’t properly socialized during the critical 
period of three to 14 weeks of life. Those who own a reactive 
dog probably know by now that the behavior doesn’t improve on 
its own. In fact, in many cases, it can get worse over time. The 
way to address this behavior usually is with the help of a trainer 
who uses positive reinforcement methods and is well versed in 
working with reactive dogs. It is important is to pinpoint the 
circumstances around the over-reaction and formulate a plan. 
Is the reaction to people on bikes, other dogs, children, loud 
noises, etc.?

Once the cause of the reaction has been identified, management 
can take place, along with training. Management means control-
ling your dog’s environment as much as possible. If he/she is 
reacting to kids on bikes, then go on walks at times of the day 
when children aren’t present. At the same time, start a training 
plan that uses a gentle leader. That, however, won’t make your 
dog feel more comfortable around the stimulus. That part comes 
with conditioning your dog to look at you (or a target) while 
the stimulus is present. This takes time and a commitment to 
training. The use of a clicker and treats is a key component 
in teaching the dog that the sound of the clicker results in a 
treat. When your dog has mastered that skill at home without 
distractions, then you are ready to practice it in the presence of 
the stimulus that causes your dog to react. If your dog becomes 
reactive in the presence of another dog, then figure out the 
threshold distance, that is, the distance at which there is no 
reaction, to start your training.

Reactivity, like any other undesirable behavior (guarding, exces-
sive barking, jumping up), can be improved through the use of 
positive training methods. If needed, seek the assistance of a 
professional trainer who is well versed in the specific type of be-
havior that you want to change. Bear in mind that any punitive 
methods used to curb undesirable behavior not only can create 
a distrusting/fear-based relationship with your dog, it does 
nothing to adequately address the problem in the long run. For 

The Training Corner:  
Living and Working with a Reactive Dog

MAXINE FOX

example, a dog who is punished for lunging at another dog feels 
insecure and it will continue to feel insecure regardless of being 
punished. Avoid any of the “old school” unscientific training 
methods when trying to change a dog’s behavior. These meth-
ods include the use of a shock, choke, or prong collar, grabbing 
at the collar, or placing the dog in a “dominance down”on his 
back. Do not grab at the muzzle, or the scruff of the neck. None 
of these methods work in the long run and they do nothing to 
truly change the behavior. Moreover, they can actually cause 
the situation to escalate to the point that the dog feels he has 
to defend himself (fight or flight response). Therefore, these 
methods can actually be dangerous to the owner as well. Please 
remember to keep your training methods positive!

Then and Now: Bex
continued from page 5

Brocks adopted another Springer from MAESSR, a girl named 
Autumn. After just a few short days, Larry and Denise realized 
their assumption was right, and this was exactly what Bex need-
ed. The two have been great friends ever since, and the ending 
to this story is really an ongoing “tail” of happiness! In addi-
tion to the love and excellent care these two dogs have received 
from their new family, the Brocks report that Bex, in particular, 
has really changed their lives. They say he’s rejuvenated them, 
for he keeps them active with their regular walks. He also has 
filled a void in their lives, for he came into their home around 
the time both of their children went off to college and left them 
with an “empty nest.” Denise says that Bex “makes you smile 
and feel good.” Now that, my friends, is what rescue and the 
right match in adoption is all about!

MAESSR extends its thanks to the Brocks and all its adopters 
who offer their hearts and homes to Springers in need. We are 
happy to present “Then and Now” stories like Bex’s with friends 
of MAESSR, and plan to share more happy endings like this with 
you in future newsletters.

AUTUMN AND BEX
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MAESSR recently formed an Auction Committee to assist 
the organization in meeting its continued fundraising 
goals. This team will secure donated items to be used in 

raffles/auctions held at various fundraising events throughout 
the region we serve.

Team members will identify possible items or themes, solicit 
donations and prepare written descriptions of the items, and 
design the presentation of the items such as grouping together 
and designing baskets for optimal display.

The team will need creative, fun people who know how to ask 
for stuff! They will be looking at businesses that will entice bid-
ders such as:

• Restaurants and pubs
• Travel companies
• Hotels
• Golf courses
• Jewelers
• Museums and amusement parks
• Sports teams
• Boutiques
• Salons and spas
• Art 
• Services such as dog training and dog sitting 

Over the next few years this team will be able to augment the 
efforts of various efforts like the Annual Williamsburg Golf Tour-
nament, the Gift Card Raffle, and Springer Nationals Auction.

We are excited about this new team and hope its creativity will 
bring new ideas to our fundraising teams! If you are interested 
in joining our team or if you would like to donate an item or 
service, please email Vicki Phillips (springerlane@gmail.com).
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Now Up for Bid …
VICKI PHILLIPS

Ahoy, mates! All hands on deck! That’s Navy talk for 
everybody to get topside and ready. Since Annapolis is 
the home of the U.S. Naval Academy and it’s where our 

September picnic is preparing for launch, come join us and 
bring your dogs! Docking is scheduled for October 10 at the 
Tanglewood Pavilion in Downes Park (ours all day), with the pic-
nic actually scheduled from 10am to 4pm. That’s 1000 hours to 
1600 hours for all you landlubbers. If you plan on staying over-
night, throw your duffle bag in at the Residence Inn, Baltimore 
BWI Airport, 1160 Winterson Road, Linthicum, MD 21090, or the  
Staybridge Suites, Baltimore BWI Airport, 1301 Winterson Road, 
Linthicum, MD 21090.

Fair winds, all!

MAESSR’s Annapolis Picnic
BARBARA FINNAN

And on the ninth day, God looked down on His wide-eyed 
children and said, “They need a companion.”

So God made a dog.

God said,  “I need somebody willing to wake up, give 
kisses, pee on a tree, sleep all day, wake up again, give 
more kisses, then stay up until midnight basking in the 
glow of a television set.”

So God made a dog.

God said, “I need someone willing to sit, then stay, then 
roll over, then with no ego or complaint, dress in hats 
they don’t need and costumes they don’t understand. I 
need somebody who can break wind without a first care 
or a second thought, who can chase tails, sniff crotches, 
fetch sticks, and lift spirits with a lick. Somebody who no 
matter what you didn’t do or couldn’t take or didn’t win 
or couldn’t make, will love you without judgment just the 
same.”

So God made a dog.

God said, “I need somebody strong enough to pull sleds 
and find bombs, yet gentle enough to love babies and lead 
the blind. Somebody who will spend all day on a couch 
with a resting head and supportive eyes to lift the spirits of 
a broken heart.”

So God made a dog.

It had to be somebody who’d remain patient and loyal, 
even through loneliness. Somebody to care, cuddle, and 
nuzzle and cheer and charm and snore and slobber and eat 
the trash and chase the squirrels. Somebody who would 
bring a family together with a selflessness of an open 
heart. Somebody who would bark and then pant and then 
reply with rapid wag of tail when their best friend says, 
“Let’s go for a ride in the car.”

So God made a dog.

It seems to me that the good Lord in his 
infinate wisdom gave us three things 
to make life bearable—hope, jokes, and 
dogs. But the greatest of these was dogs.
Robyn Davidson, Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek Across 
1700 Miles of Australian Outback 

A dog reflects the family life. Whoever 
saw a frisky dog in a gloomy family, or a 
sad dog in a happy one? Snarling people 
have snarling dogs, dangerous people 
have dangerous ones.
Arthur Conan Doyle, The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes 
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Thank you for donating!
“I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show 

to any fellow creature, let me do it now; let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.” — Etienne de Grellet

MAESSR would like to acknowledge the generous support of our donors. We are deeply grateful for the generosity of our MAESSR 
family. Your donations are essential to ensuring the continuation of our mission to rescue and re-home English Springer Spaniels.

Monthly Subscription 
Donations
Linda Johnston
Jenny Crandall
James Vezina
Ilonka Dazevedo
Lisa Nuzzaci
Rolf Rykken
Candace Clunan
Michael Greene
Melissa and William Campbell
Helen S. Harrill
Tammy Allwein

General Donations

APRIL
LeAnne Gandolfo
Deb Klutschkowski
Kay Meredith
Karin M. Kinney
Thierry J. Liverman
Candi Lynn
Diane Damron
Carol Hails
Elizabeth Wong
David Plum
Paul Hiedcavage
Janet Smith
Maetina and Bennie  
Desprospero

Michelle Newman
Nancy Lewis
Jerry Castoral
Cheryl Weinstein
Margaret Hetrick
Michael Kuhn
Gary Redmore
Lisa D. Cleary
Joan Larney
Margaret Cox
Pamela Walker
Martyanne Cerie
Christy Heffner

MAY
Kevin McLaughlin
Howard Allen
Charles and Sharon Martin
Keystone English SS Club
Ruth Charbonneau
John and Frances Hrastar
Judy Hedges
Keith and Katy Shoff
Barb and Larry Shay
Jack and Debra Kalpowsky
Ellen Oxfeld
Roberta Pierce
Karen Prinkey
Colleen Darling
Lewis Enterprises LLC
Gary L. Moore
F.J. and Mary Barnes

Steven Sonet
Celia McClay
Trevy Thomas
Susan Temple
Melissa A. Burkhardt
Kris McBride
Heather McAuliffe
Patricio Periosio
Deborah Dahms
Kenneth Frengs

JUNE
April S. Breazeale
Sarah Roberts
Craig Chaffee
Craig West
Loretta Stipa
Linda Johnston
Vernon Stocker
Korkey and Michele Kibbey
Martha W. Aschman
Katherine and Edward Stevens
Barbara H. Breeden
Craig Moore
Sheila M. Ward
Martha Seitz
Christy Heffne
Cynthia Bettinger
Mary Victoria Richards
Amanda Reidelbach
Amanda Beley

Donations in Memory of

APRIL
Dennis and Chelsea—Vernon 
and Geraine Stocker

Cricket and Meko—Vicki 
Phillips

Reno—Mark Wainwright
Laceigh Williams—Benjamin 
Williams

Bubba—Denise Briguglio

MAY
Ravi—Timothy and Linda 
Daniel

Laceigh—Cheryl Larner
Cassie—Erna Hochstein
Fritz—Debbie and Bill Lipcsey
Pippa—Ronald Pelka
Mary Ellen Mallonee—
Annemarie Panzer

Thomas Panzer
Juliana Hurley
Alexandra Lloyd Meaghan 
Panzer

R.R. Panzer
Fritz Radanovic and Sam  
Nuzzaci—Heather McAuliffe

JUNE
Sophie II (class of ‘05) and 
Sam Nuzzaci—Leslie Jacoby

Gil Nealer—Peter Groux

Denise, Jerry, and Nicole 
Federici

Pat Alberta

Donations in Honor of

APRIL
Lily Arnold—Elizabeth Arnold
Rauscher Foster Family—Kent 
and Kathy Nixon

Rebecca—Abigail Roninson

MAY
Gloria Steinmeyer birthday—
Liliane J. Schuster

Matrix—Kevin and Jane 
McCoy

Tip—Linda Shope
Bob Riley 70th birthday—
Korkey and Michele Kibbey

JUNE
Star 3—Cheryl and Jerry 
Saggers

Pellet—James and Phyllis 
Lockwood

SageBrush 15th birthday—
Forrest and Ceil Sheffy

Lisa Sayers’ Love and Friend-
ship—Julie A. Kingler

They had buried him under our elm tree, 
they said—yet this was not totally true. 
For he really lay buried in my heart.
Willie Morris, My Dog Skip

If you think dogs can’t count, try put-
ting three dog biscuits in your pocket 
and then giving Fido only two of them.
Phil Pastoret



Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue
P.O. Box 15354 | Richmond, VA 23227

info@maessr.org | (301)362-0423

MAESSR President – president@maessr.org
Vice President – vicepresident@maessr.org
Adoptions Coordinator – adoptioncoordinator@maessr.org
Senior Dogs Coordinator – seniors@maessr.org 
Fundraising Coordinator – fundraising@maessr.org 
Newsletter Editor – newsletter@maessr.org

Dog Intake/Foster Home Coordinator – foster@maessr.org 
Transport Coordinator – transport@maessr.org 
Volunteer Coordinator – volunteers@maessr.org 
Shelter Dog Coordinator – shelterdog@maessr.org 
Owner Relinquishment Coordinator – relinquish@maessr.org 

Springing into Fall • MAESSR Marketplace
 HOW MANY ITEM DESCRIPTION/CIRCLE CHOICE PRICE TOTAL
 Maggie Moose Tracks by Mari Campbell 3 books (A Springer puppy’s adventures in the woods) $46.00

 Books plus stuffed 16” Springer A Springer with moose antlers $64.00

 Fall Sweatshirts “MAESSR” S     M     L     XL     XXL $45.00

 Mouse Pads MAESSR Dogs MAESSR Dogs $4.00
  ESS by Grass Our Best Dog by Grass $4.00
  ESS by Tree Our Best Dog by a Tree Trunk $4.00
  ESS on the Beach “Life’s a Beach” $6.00
  Springers Adult and Puppy $10.00

 Fall Garden Halloween Howl Black/White        Liver/White $18.00
 Flags (12”x17”) Fall Leaves Black/White        Liver/White $18.00
  Autumn Black/White        Liver/White $18.00

 Fall House Fall Leaves Black/White        Liver/White $34.00
 Flags (28”x40”) Autumn Black/White        Liver/White $34.00

 Sports Bandannas Giants  $8.00
  Jets  $8.00
  Eagles  $8.00
  Steelers (who?)  $8.00

Phone #  ____________________________________ E-mail Address  _____________________________________           TOTAL

Ship To:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

All prices include shipping/postage costs. Please enclose this slip with your check made payable to MAESSR.
Mail to: MAESSR, P.O. Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227
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