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Several times a month someone will 
ask, “When is MAESSR doing an 
event near me?” and then say, “I’d 

love to help.” Here’s a description of 
one of MAESSR’s most important teams 
and how it operates.

Event coordinators fall within the 
purview of MAESSR’s Marketing and 
Public Relations department. Our event 
volunteers range from people who cover 
a specific geographic area 
to those who annually co-
ordinate one or two specific 
events in their communi-
ties. Since we rescue dogs 
from virtually all of the 
Mid-Atlantic states, the 
more volunteers we have, 
the more people we can in-
form about the great work 
MAESSR does!

Our marketing efforts 
include the work of volun-
teers like Candi Lynn, Susie 
Phillips, Paige Martin, and 
Beryl and John Keegan, 
who have coordinated 
events in their communi-
ties for many years. They 
keep abreast of upcoming 
events and register MAESSR 
as a participant. This year 
Christine Lee, Jim Veinza, 
and Bruce and Denise 
Fredericks began coordinat-
ing events throughout New 
Jersey. By year’s end they’ll 
have represented MAESSR at 17-plus events. For the last several 
years, Marcus Annicelli has coordinated MAESSR’s participation 
in the Pet Expo in Williamsport, Pa. We also have people like 
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Liz Watson and Pam Nealer, who staff a 
table at their local PetSmart or Tractor 
Supply store, talking to everyone who 
goes by.

Over the last several years our Mar-
keting and Public Relations team 
has developed step-by-step written 
guidelines for event coordination. 
Team members also have designed and 
purchased materials such as banners, 

business cards, brochures 
and other giveaways. We 
now have standard talk-
ing points that enable our 
volunteers understand the 
organization and how it 
operates. This allows each 
MAESSR volunteer to relay 
accurate information about 
the organization to those 
interested in adopting a 
dog or becoming involved 
as a volunteer.

As we are deep into football 
season, I will borrow a 
quote from Vince Lombardi, 
“The achievements of an 
organization are the results 
of the combined effort of 
each individual.”

That statement epitomizes 
the strength of MAESSR. As 
an organization, virtually 
every department in our 
operation is comprised of 
teams of people. It is the 

combined effort of EVERY member of EVERY team that allows us 
to maximize our achievements as an organization. So, no matter 
how much or how little time you have to give, there is an op-
portunity for you to participate! Please join us!

Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue is a volunteer-based 501(c)3 animal welfare organization
dedicated to rescuing and re-homing English Springer Spaniels through

rescue, rehabilitation, training, humane education, and community outreach.
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Who’s That Volunteer? 
Barb Bennett,  

Trainer Par Excellence!
MARthA W. MccARtnEy

Barb Bennett began 
volunteering with 
MAESSR in 2001, 

when Monaca LaPolt, 
one of our nonprofit 
rescue’s founders, asked 
her to assist with pre- 
adoption interviews. 
Later, when she transi-
tioned to owner relin- 
quishment interviews, 
she found herself deal-
ing with behavioral 
questions. To expand 
her knowledge, she be-
gan reading training and 
behavioral texts, such 
as On Talking Terms with 
Dogs: Calming Signals 
and The Other End of the 
Leash: Why We Do What 
We Do Around Dogs. She 
also watched numerous tapes, DVDs, and YouTube videos in an 
attempt to educate herself about dog behavior and training. She 
noted that dogs’ behaviors are fleeting and that their owners 
usually need to witness the undesirable behavior at least three 
times to understand the dynamics of the situation. Only then 
can the behavior modification process begin. Barb put together 
MAESSR’s training library and at first, furnished the materials 
that were loaned to adopters. Now, the training library is an 
integral and readily available part of MAESSR’s support network 
for adopters.

At first, Barb was the sole member of the training team but oth-
ers eventually joined her. Nowadays, she coordinates the team 
and is assisted by Maxine Fox and Melissa Burkhart. Barb would 
welcome new volunteers, for she believes that when an adopter 
asks for help, someone should contact him/her within 24 hours 
to set up a time to chat. She believes that the most challeng-
ing problems dog owners confront are separation anxiety and 
aggression.

Barb, who lives in Pennsylvania, is a retired OR nurse who’s 
keenly aware of the need to remain calm under stress. She 
shares the family home with her husband, two MAESSR alum-
ni—9-year-old Harley and 12-year-old Clarisse, and a 12-year-
old cat. A longtime animal lover, she helped out at a shelter for 
10 years before becoming part of the MAESSR team. She also 
volunteers with a local cat rescue. For many years, she’s coor-
dinated MAESSR’s annual Langhorne picnic and she’s also made 
four wonderful quilts that have been raffled off to help the 
dogs. A high paw to Barb for all she brings to MAESSR!

A Jersey Boy Gets A New Lease On Life

in early October, a concerned citizen informed MAESSR 
volunteers Laura Nicastro and Jim Lockwood that a Springer 
Spaniel was being detained in a central New Jersey animal 

shelter, a regional facility that had repeatedly failed health 
inspections and was threatened with closure. After Laura made 
three attempts to set up an appointment with a shelter vol-
unteer, she finally succeeded in picking up the dog, an emaci-
ated liver and white male who had been brought in by a police 
officer. The dog, whom the shelter had named Buddy and taken 
to get his rabies shot, was excruciatingly thin and swarming 
with fleas. In fact, although he was around three years old, he 
weighed only 19 pounds! His toenails were so long that they 
had curled under and some of them were digging into his pads. 
Although this poor Springer’s skin was raw from scratching, he 
was friendly and eager to please.

Laura, who was unable to foster Buddy, transferred him to Jim 
Lockwood for a temporary stay. Jim quickly warmed to Buddy’s 
sweet and gentle nature and was appalled by his dreadful condi-
tion—the result of severe neglect, abandonment, or both. After 
a brief respite at Jim’s, volunteer Heather McAuliff entered the 
picture. She trimmed Buddy’s toenails and then transported him 
to the Baltimore, Maryland, home of Tiffaney Williams, another 
volunteer in the MAESSR network.

Tiffaney, like Laura, Jim, and Heather, knew that this friendly 
and gentle little Springer truly deserved a second chance at life. 
Tiffaney saw that Buddy got a thorough medical checkup and a 
trip to the groomer. She started offering him nutritious meals, 
giving him antibiotics for his badly infected ears, and apply-
ing medication for his skin. Soothing shampoos every other 
day also became part of the routine. As Buddy began to regain 
his health, he became more confident and interested in his 
surroundings. Tiffaney discovered that he already knew a few 
commands, like “sit,” “off,” and “paw,” but he also knew how to 
counter-surf and to explore the trash. Mainly, Buddy just wants 
to be loved and to receive the TLC and humane treatment that 
all companion animals deserve.

Today, Buddy, who has been renamed Georgie, is still working 
on his convalescence. He’s also gaining strength and stamina, 
thanks to the good care he’s receiving. This gentle little dog, 
who is getting all of the care he needs, exemplifies why the 
world is a better place because MAESSR exists.

And great news! Georgie has been adopted and is doing 
great!

MAESSR Springs  
to the Rescue
MARthA W. MccARtnEy

Every boy should have two things: a dog, 
and a mother willing to let him have one.
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MAESSR’s numerous volunteers handle a multitude of 
tasks, all of which are essential to the organization’s 
fulfilling its mission. The MAESSR Seniors and Special 

Needs Team is one such shining example.

Although MAESSR assists hundreds of dogs each given year, 
a large number of older Springers age 9 and up always find 
themselves in need of being placed with a new “forever” family. 
Sometimes, older dogs are relinquished because their own-
ers cannot—or are unwilling to—provide them with the sup-
port and medical care they need during their twilight years. 
A smaller group of dogs with special needs (due to medical or 
behavioral issues) also find their way to MAESSR and require 
help or treatment before they can find a special family to call 
their very own.

Many of the senior or special needs dogs that come into the 
MAESSR program capture the attention of Springer-lovers who 
learn about them and their needs through feature articles. 
These write-ups highlight a dog’s history, its health and tem-
perament, and its likes/dislikes, and they describe the ideal 
adoptive home. Focusing the spotlight on a very deserving 
dog that potential adopters otherwise might overlook on the 
MAESSR Web site is extremely important, because many people 
only consider adopting a young and healthy dog. Truth be 
told, the seniors and special needs dogs are just as deserving 
and they still have an abundance of love and companionship 
to share! Often the information the Seniors and Special Needs 
Team provides about our “seasoned” furry friends, or perhaps a 
dog with special needs, is the only way that these amazing dogs 
are called to the attention of potential adopters. Therefore, our 
work gives them a fair opportunity to secure a loving home.

The Seniors and Special Needs Team is relatively small and 
currently has 13 volunteers. Each team member has a soft spot 
for Springers that are a little more difficult to place. Our team’s 
mission is to highlight the finer points of such dogs, while 
sharing their potential as a possible new family member. Candi 
Lynn currently directs our team and works with our CEO, Debbie 
Lipscey, to decide which specific dogs need to be brought to the 
attention of the MAESSR family. Whenever these dogs are to be 
featured, Candi asks a team member to take on the responsibil-
ity of working closely with the foster parent(s) of the dog and 
to learn as much as possible about him/her. Afterward, a special 
write-up is placed on the Web site so potential adopters can de-
termine how well one of these dogs might fit into their house-
holds. As a team, we have seen many senior and special needs 
Springers get adopted and realize that it is a direct result of our 
efforts. Each time an adoption occurs, it’s heartwarming and it 
reinforces our belief that sometimes all these special dogs need 
is a little extra help. A little extra help … and someone like 
YOU who might take the time to read about them and, perhaps, 
open your own heart and home to a dog with the potential to  
change your life as much as you change theirs. 

Spotlight on the MAESSR Seniors 
and Special Needs Team

lindA lintZ

our MAESSR volunteers come from locations that we service 
all along the Mid-Atlantic Region, including New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Virginia, 

Delaware, and West Virginia. We also have volunteers in South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Arizona, Minnesota, Alabama, Tennes-
see, and New York, who, despite their remote locations, are able 
to assist our organization to accomplish its mission.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteer op-
portunities, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Linda 
Johnston, at springerlove@comcast.net, or simply complete the 
online volunteer application on our Web site.

Please join us in welcoming the following new volunteers who 
recently joined MAESSR.

Nadia Andrijiu • Girard, Pennsylvania
Emma and Linda Arnold • Wien, Austria
Angela Batten Jane • Lew, West Virginia
Caitlyn Burroughs • Glenn Burnie, Maryland
Kate Dry • Tuckerton, New Jersey
Jennifer Whitehouse • Skillman, New Jersey
Norma Keller • Pine Grove, Pennsylvania
Celia Mclay • Lewisburg, West Virginia
Serena Mullet • Fairfax, Virginia
Kathleen Oettel • Chesapeake, Virginia

New Volunteers
lindA JohnSton

the volume of emails on the MAESSR  
list at times is high. if you would  
like to reduce the volume and still  

be on the list, email geraine Stocker 
(geraine@cox.net) and she will change 

you to receive the digest version.  
With the digest version, you will get  

one to two emails a day. they combine 
all of the emails and put them in one. 

you can then scan to see which  
ones you would like to read.

if you think dogs can’t count, try put-
ting three dog biscuits in your pocket 
and then giving fido only two of them.
Phil Pastoret
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you may remember the adorable pup, Spencer, who cap-
tured MAESSR’s heart when he needed surgery that would 
enable him to lead a normal life. MAESSR supporters came  

to Spencer’s aid by generously defraying the cost of his surgery. 
We wanted to let everyone know that he is doing well!

Spencer originally came into MAESSR’s care because a family 
that had adopted him from a breeder grew concerned about 
his health. They returned him to the breeder, who took him to 
the Virginia Tech Veterinary Teaching Hospital. There, he was 
found to have a grade VI heart murmur (the most advanced 
stage of canine murmurs) and PDA (Persistent Ductus Arterio-
sis), another life threatening heart ailment. In layman’s terms, 
a dog’s ductus arteriosus is supposed to close when puppies 
begin to breathe, and it usually is completely closed within 
seven days of birth. In the rare cases where it doesn’t close, the 
heart has to work much harder to produce a normal amount of 
blood flow. Eventually, this extra workload causes the heart to 
fail, usually within a couple of years. After the PDA diagnosis, 
Spencer’s breeder reached out to MAESSR, and MAESSR came to 
the rescue. 

Because the Chewnings’ home is close to Virginia Tech, they 
were asked to foster Spencer during his complicated medical 
procedure and recovery, but he worked his puppy magic and, in 
short time, they were thoroughly attached. The Chewnings also 
felt that Spencer had been placed with them for a reason, for 
they had lost their 16-year-old MAESSR boy, Shadow (class of 
1998), in January, around the time Spencer was born. Spencer 
came into the Chewnings’ home on a Friday, and the following 
Monday their MAESSR girl, Tara (class of 2007), was diagnosed 
with lymphoma. It was a very tough time for the Chewnings, 
but Spencer’s presence was like a ray of sunlight.

On July 2 Spencer had a successful surgery, which plugged 
the hole in his heart. Within 24 hours, his heart had begun 
to decrease in size and he was released to the Chewnings. His 
recovery proved to be much more challenging for his foster par-
ents than it was for him, thanks to his puppy energy. Although 
he had some medication that kept him quiet for a few days 
and had to wear the “cone of shame” for 14 days, poor Spencer 
couldn’t catch a break. After only a couple of weeks of freedom,  
he was neutered and once again was wearing the dreaded cone. 

After Spencer was ready for adoption, the Chewnings asked if he 
could remain with them permanently. Needless to say, his adop-
tion was approved.

On September 25, when Spencer had his three-month post-
op checkup, the doctors were very pleased and said that he 
should have a normal life. That means that he can continue to 
play with his MAESSR sister, Tara, and he can work hard at his 
obedience class. He’s a quick learner and gets excited whenever 
the treats and clicker come out. His favorite pastime is empty-
ing the toy box and spreading its contents all over the house! 
He’s still a puppy with so much to learn, but this sweet boy can 
look forward to a bright future, thanks to MAESSR and all of the 
generous donations!

DURING

BEFORE

AFTER
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october 4 could not have been more perfect! MAESSR volunteers 
arrived at the Kiskiack Golf Club in Williamsburg, Virginia, ready 
for the tournament to begin. Golfers registered and purchased 

Mulligans and raffle tickets, hoping to win one of the numerous raffle 
prizes. Each of the 42 golf carts were stocked with “goodie bags” 
containing gift certificates from Warrior Custom Golf and International 
Golf, MAESSR monogramed golf balls and divet tools from Golf Balls.
com, embroidered golf towels donated by Debbie Green, pens, magnets, 
and other items.

At 9am, a whistle signaled the start of the Captain’s Choice tourna-
ment. Tucker, adopted by Susie Phillips, served as the morning’s 
MAESSR ambassador. Volunteers roamed the course, snapping photos, 
offering cold drinks and a last chance to buy a raffle ticket. Meanwhile, 
other volunteers stayed at the clubhouse, arranging raffle tables and 
ensuring lunch was ready for the returning golfers. Bogey, owned by 
MAESSR supporters Karen and Tom Koehler and decked out in golf at-
tire, patrolled the course and cheered the players on.

Around 1:30, golfers drifted back to the clubhouse, where they enjoyed 
a delicious lunch. After lunch the first place teams were awarded gift 
cards donated by Kiskiack. The raffle began with MAESSR ambassador 
Autumn, escorted by Carl Aschman, providing oversight of the raffle 
pulls. Prizes included golf clubs, gift baskets, gift cards, and many 
other donated items. After the 50/50 raffle winner was announced, the 
golfers packed up their winnings and headed home.

Many thanks to the 84 golfers, 18 hole sponsors, numerous individual 
sponsors, and of course, the volunteers who made the Second Annual 
MAESSR Golf Tournament a huge success!

MAESSR received donations from the following businesses:

Animal Clinic & Well-
ness Center

BAR Management
Breeden & Breeden 
Brookwood Golf Club
Colonial Heritage Golf 

Club
Colonial VA Tourna-

ments
Dixon Golf Inc.
Extreme Climates
Food for Thought/

Founders Village
Francesco’s Ristorante 

Italiano
Godspeed Animal Care

Golden Horseshoe Golf 
Club

Golf Balls.com
Goodyear–Monticello
Helen’s Photography
International Golf 

Discount
Jimmy’s Oven & Grill
Kimberly Builders, Inc.
Kiskiack Golf Club
Mark Houston Golf 

Academy
Mega Car Wash
New Kent Winery
Paws Express Pet 

Transportation

Peninsula Animal 
Referral Center

Pet Lodge at Yorktown
Rapunzel’s Hair Studio
Sal’s Ristorante 

Italiano
Saude Creek Vineyards
Stonehenge Kennels
Toano Animal Clinic
Trader Joe’s
Trimble & Associates 

Consulting
Verus Pet Foods
Warrior Custom Golf
Wells Fargo Advisors
Williamsburg Honda
Wright Signs Inc.

The tournament’s individual sponsors include: 

Donald and Linda 
Baker

Mary and Lee Beach
Brad and Deborah 

Bolino
Buddy and Connie 

Campbell

Debbie Green
John and Beryl 

Keegan
Rick and Cheryl 

Larner
Martha McCartney & 

Carl Aschman

Duncan McIver
Dave and Rosemary 

Plum
Geraine and Vern 

Stocker
Douglas Vaughan

MAESSR volunteers took a few days off before they started planning 
next year’s tournament! Save the date: October 5, 2015, at Kiskiack 
Golf Club.

The Second Annual MAESSR Golf Tournament
BERyl kEEgAn
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What is the Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC)? The CFC 
today is known to be the 

most inclusive workplace giving cam-
paign in the world with the number 
of participating charities estimated 
at over 20,000 nonprofit charitable 
organizations worldwide. The chari-
ties supported through the CFC range 
from nascent community groups to 
large, well-known charities.

Partnerships with nonprofit orga-
nizations are a core part of the CFC 
structure. In each of the 320 CFC 
areas throughout the country, local 
and national nonprofit organizations 
collaborate closely with committees 
of volunteer Federal employees to 
design marketing strategies for the 
campaign and to process the receipt 
and distribution of Federal employee 
contributions to the charities they 
choose.

It’s a great way for federal employees 
to donate to their favorite charities 
through a pre-tax salary allotment. 
The codes are to the left of the name and then the area that is 
covered.  MAESSR does not have codes yet for some areas. We 
will update the list as they come in; however, please check your 
local CFC and see if MAESSR is on the list. 

Maryland
cfc of the national capital Area
DC Metropolitan Area: Prince George’s, Montgomery, Calvert, and 
Charles counties in Maryland; Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and 
Prince William counties in Virginia. (Virginia counties include all 
separately incorporated cities within the counties.)

chesapeake Bay Area cfc – 40598
Cities of Baltimore and Anne Arundel; Baltimore, Caroline, Cecil, 
Carroll, Dorchester, Harford, Howard, Kent, Queen Anne’s, Som-
erset, Talbot, Worcester, and Wicomico counties in Maryland; 
Accomack and Northampton counties in Virginia.

Virginia
cfc of the national capital Area (see above)

cfc of Southwestern – central Virginia Area
Allegheny, Amherst, Appomattox, Bath, Bedford, Bland, Bote- 
tourt, Buchanan, Buckingham, Carroll, Campbell, Charlotte, 
Craig, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Halifax, Henry, 
Highland, Montgomery, Patrick, Pittsylvania, Prince Edward, 
Pulaski, Roanoke, Russell Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, 
Wise, and Wythe counties; portions of Buckingham, Mecklen- 

Be a Superhero for MAESSR
Vicki PhilliPS

burg, and Rockbridge counties; 
independent cities of Bedford, 
Bristol, Buena Vista, Clifton Forge, 
Covington, Danville, Farmville, Galax, 
Lexington, Lynchburg, Martinsville, 
Norton, Radford, Roanoke, Salem, 
and South Boston.

New Jersey
northern new Jersey cfc
Covers Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunt-
erdon, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, 
Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and 
Warren counties.

Pennsylvania
north coast ohio cfc
Crawford, Erie, and Warren counties.

lebanon county cfc
Lebanon County.

West Virginia
Eastern Panhandle cfc
Berkley, Morgan and Jefferson coun-
ties.

Candi Lynn reworked this holiday favorite. Enjoy!

here comes Santa Paws
here comes Santa Paws, here comes Santa Paws 
traveling down Santa Paws lane 
the cars and the vans are all gassed up 
And ready to proclaim.

dogs are ready, holding steady 
All say it’s a go 
So let’s get all the people ready 
And move on down the road.

here comes Santa Paws, here comes Santa Paws 
traveling down Santa Paws lane 
there’s a car load filled with joy 
nosing up the window pane.

hear the happy bark bark bark 
oh, what a joyous sound 
Blessed thanks to the MAESSR transport 
you’ve turned their lives around!
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Helping Your Dog Have Safe and Happy Holidays
MAXinE foX

yes, it’s that time of year again. As the days shorten and 
turn colder, we humans get ready for Thanksgiving, 
Hanukkah, Christmas, and any other holiday that may be 

celebrated during this time of year. Of course, we all know that 
most dogs (OK, all dogs) do not know how to read a calendar, 
but they absolutely do understand a change in routines. That 
includes new scents and sounds and especially visitors, those  
STRANGE people who are very exciting or very scary, depending 
on who they are, and may come over during the holidays. Con-
versely, you may want to take your dog to someone’s home.

Here are a few tips to help you and your dog sail through the 
holidays and avoid stress for both of you:

1Don’t deviate from your dog’s normal feeding and exercise 
routine. If your dog gets excited when meeting new people, 
make sure that he/she gets ample exercise close to your 

guests’ arrival. Some refresher training on the “sit for greet-
ing” routine can be practiced in preparation for encountering 
someone new. This entails keeping your dog on a loose lead, 
and asking for a “sit” at heel position. Practice keeping him/her 
there while someone comes up to greet you. If you can achieve 
this without much effort, then your dog is ready to progress 
to the next step in the greeting process, where the newcomer 
actually pets the dog (just a few gentle strokes under the chin 
or chest) while you keep him/her in the sitting position. This 
is difficult for many dogs and can take weeks-to-months of 
consistent practice. Be sure to give plenty of praise when your 
dog remains sitting!

2If your dog is wary of strangers, is unaccustomed to chil-
dren, or gets nervous or overly excited in crowds, by all 
means, put him/her in a crate or other safe place until the 

guests have been in the house for about half an hour. (Some 
dogs need more time than others.) This enables your dog to 
become acclimated from a safe distance. It’s far less stressful 
for the dog and sets him/her up for success in these situations. 
Ask all visitors to simply ignore the dog when you let him/her 
out to socialize. This will help him/her feel more relaxed. When 
your dog feels comfortable enough to approach new people, al-
low him/her to greet them, but on his/her own terms. For some 
dogs, staying in a  safe place for the duration of the visit may 
be the best option.

3Ask your visitors not to feed your dog any food from the 
table, as it encourages begging and can pose a danger to 
your dog’s digestive system. Likewise, leaving food at your 

dog’s eye level (like low coffee tables) can lead to an irresistible 

urge to take a quick lick (your dog hopes no one would notice!), 
so it’s best to keep platters of appetizers out of reach, even if 
the “leave-it” command is solid. When your guests leave, some 
plain cooked meat or unseasoned/unbuttered sweet potato 
would be safe in small quantities, but it is best placed directly 
in the food bowl.

4Alcohol can be fatal to dogs, so partially finished glasses 
of wine, beer, or mixed drinks never should be left within 
your dog’s reach. A relatively small amount of alcohol can 

pose a grave danger.

5Although it’s hard for anyone reading this to believe, but 
some people do not like to be near dogs! They may have 
allergies or long-standing fears, or they simply may dislike 

being around animals. If you are expecting a guest who has 
allergies, be sure to vacuum thoroughly, clean upholstery, and 
wash your dog and his/her bedding and plush toys. Addition-
ally, if a guest is fearful, the best option is to confine your dog 
to a separate part of the house. If you use gates, the dog can 
interact with people in a limited way (for example, in the den 
but not the kitchen, or vice-versa).

6Finally, be careful when using decorations. Ornaments, 
mistletoe, and other unfamiliar objects can cause a curi-
ous dog to eat something that is either poisonous or can 

become an intestinal obstruction. If you have a dog that is 
inquisitive and needs to investigate anything new, then be 
sure to keep everything out of reach! This will avoid costly and 
stressful trips to the veterinary ER. Be sure to have an ample 
supply of interactive toys so your dog will stay engaged and out 
of mischief, but enjoy the holidays, too.

Happy Holidays to all!

the more boys i meet the more i love my 
dog.
Carrie Underwood 

Are you ready for some holiday shopping? Here’s a fun and  
   easy way to shop and benefit MAESSR at the same time  
    with no additional expense. Simply visit our MAESSR 

Web site, click on “Donations” and then click on “Affiliates.” 
The very first ‘save a dog’ button will take you to the ‘iGive’ 
Web site where you’ll find great deals, coupons, and thousands 
of shops (such as Petco, PetSmart, LLBean, Crate & Barrel, 
Overstock, Kohl’s, Sears, Crabtree & Evelyn, etc.) where your 
shopping will bring significant funds to MAESSR to fulfill our 
mission. In the past three months, MAESSR received more than 
$150 from “iGive”; just imagine what we could together accom-
plish at this holiday shopping season! Could shopping be more 
fun and rewarding? Thanks for considering this great opportu-
nity for support! 

Give and Get for MAESSR
ShARon yAtEMAn
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Thank you for donating!
“I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show 

to any fellow creature, let me do it now; let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.” — Etienne de Grellet

MAESSR would like to acknowledge the generous support of our donors. We are deeply grateful for the generosity of our MAESSR 
family. Your donations are essential to ensuring the continuation of our mission to rescue and re-home English Springer Spaniels.

Monthly Subscription 
donations

Linda Johnston
Jenny Crandall
James Vezina
Ilonka Dazevedo
Lisa Nuzzaci
Rolf Rykken
Cancace Clunan
Debra Johnson
Michael Green
Melissa and William 
Campbell

Sam and Nicole Occhiato
David Shuster
Rebecca L. Zullo
Helen S. Harrill

general donations

July
Veronica English
Alicia and David Hagy
Ami and James Chastain
Andrea Austi
Anne Marie Robbins
Barbara Ewing
Barbara Mandell
Beryl Keegan
Beth Markle
Betsy Johns Roadman
Bette McAdoo
Caitlin Quarles
Carol Stone
Charles and Carol O’Neill
Clyde Evans
Colleen Crowley
Craig Moore
Cynthia Farley
Daniel Keppler
David Ecclesiastes
Debra Paikoff
Diana Williams
Doug and Sandy Wright
Elizabeth Watson
Fashaya Crigler
Fran Fisher
Gladys Deckers
Heather Felton
James Markle

Jeff and Louise Branflick
Jerry and Cheryl Saggers
Joan Larney
Joann and Bill Kansier
Jonathan Wilkenfeld
Judy Chesser
Kathleen Canfield
Kathy McCormick
Kenneth Kolson
Kevin and Melissa  
McCarthy

Kristine Larson
Lawrence Mize and  
Norman Houghtaling

Lexie Jones
Linda and Jerry Shope
Linda Keiper
Linda Van Velde
Michelle and Dog Decker
Mona Kirby
Pam Nealer
Peggy Blumenthal
Phoebe Sweet
Richard Corkery
Roger Mercier
Rolf Rykken
Russell Lehman
Sandy Bialock
Silmia Mandes
State of the Art, Inc.
Stephanie Roberts
Steven Bixler
Suzanne McSain
Timonty H. Schoeffler
William and Amy Thornton

AuguSt
Jenny amd Zachary Keyton
Andrew Kuester
Ann and Charles Darling
Ann Marie Robbins
Barbara and Lawrence 
Shay

Carl and Martha Aschman
David and Jennifer Bishoff
Deb Klutschkowski
Debra Huebner
Edna and Don Gagnon
Ellen Ladenheim
Jean and Gregory Smiles

John Phillippi
Judy Hedges
Julie Obiala
Kathleen Pomerantz
Laurel Wolfe
Lois Baker
Lynn Baker
Nancy Hale
Nathan and Starla Bechtel
Patricia Barron
Susan Croushore
Susan Henn
Timothy J. Cassidy
Vickie and Charles Perkins

SEPtEMBER
Roger and Maria Lewis
Anthony Orsano
Arlene and Carl Kratz
Barbara A. Mandes
Barbara Maxwell
Carole Diorisio
Cheryl Saggers
Christopher Davis
Colleen and Bill Farrell
Connie Rich
David Sewter
Don Sanns
Donna and Kenneth Frengs
Eileen Byers
Evelyn Wilson
Gwendolyn Parson
Jamie Wimer
Jeanne Garner
Kimberly and Doug  
Johnson

Kristine Larson
Lois Lehman
M.L. Wolff
Mindy Dice-Shah
Nancy Ruberton
Patti Naughton
Ryan Hopkin
Sandra and Michael 
Waltenbaugh

Sharon and Daniel  
Rehwald

Sharon Hogan
Susan Garfinkel Falone
Timothy H. Schoeffler

Todd Tappel
Von Hawley
William McLeod Ferguson, 
Jr.

donations in  
Memory of

Ollie—Pam Welker
Judith Ann Matukewicz—
Bartush Signs

Tammi L. Kissinger— 
J. Diane Brannon- 
Nordtomme

Buddy—Jayne Huston
Puck—Carrie Holt
Doug Cheatman—Liz 
Watson

Annie V ‘08—Richard and 
Margaret Corkery

Pepper—Mary and H.L. 
Beach

Breeden Springers— 
Barbara H. Breeden

Marley 01-12 Brownie 
01-14—Margaret J. 
Eastwood

Warren and Mildred 
Lynn—Candi Lynn

Gunner—Rich and Laurie 
Allen

Janice Foraker—Pat Carr
Thomas Foraker—Pat Carr
Wally—Phyllis Chan
Patriot—Laura Antulov
Dakota—Elizabeth Arnold
Peg Cohen—Melissa  
Burkhardt

Bo Dees—Katherine  
Rogers

Ginger—Jan Barnett
Nina (passed in 2009)—
Mindy Dice-Shah

Gabriel—Debbie and Bill 
Lipcsey

Cheyenne Shomo— 
Samantha Shomo

Lucy—Linda and John 
Cannon

donations in  
honor of

Turi—Pat Alberta
Foster moms Cathy Moyer 
and Debbie Lipcsey for 
1st anniversary Cooper 
III—Diane Croshaw

Greg Smiles Retirement—
Amy Mills

Turi Pet Tracker—Angie 
Epling

Pellet—James Lockwood
Turi Pet Tracker—Linda 
Kardonis-LIJA LLC

Turi—Cynthia Farley
Turi Pet Tracker—Karin 
Petrauski

Turk—Constance Kean
Giving Milly a loving 
home—Abby Foster

Milly Foster Corkery—
Abby Foster

Oreo and Emma—Laura 
Frigenti

Terry Welker—Sandi Perry
Goldie-Class of 2012—
John Phillippi

Terry Patton—Flint Hill 
Public House and  
Country Inn

Monte—Jeffrey Alan 
Branflick

Jetta—Linda Austin
Murphy X—M.S. Windisch
Jean Grutzius’ birthday—
Margaret and Richard 
Shrum

Nancy Laessle’s birthday—
Diana M. Zanzot

Gunner (2012)—Alicia 
Getty

Cheryl Weinstein and 
Tucker—Katharine B. 
Arnstein

Willie—Sara Buescher
Alfie and Han—Jerry and 
Cheryl Saggers
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i’m sure a lot of people 
often ask MAESSR, “What 
does it take to be an 

adoptive family to a rescue 
dog”? My answer is  LOVE and 
PATIENCE, PATIENCE, PATIENCE!

When my wife, Sharon, and I 
got a Springer puppy named 
Callie, both of us were work-
ing, and in our leisure time, 
we loved to play. We really 
didn’t want to leave Callie, a 
very sociable dog, home alone 
for several hours at a time, so 
when Sharon heard that many 
dogs enjoy having a canine 
companion, we decided to give 
it a try. Sharon knew about 
MAESSR and started scanning 
the Web site for an available 
dog that might be compat-
ible with Callie. When we saw 
Maggie XIII, we decided she 
might be a good fit for our 
family. MASSER didn’t have 
much information about Mag-
gie’s past, but we could tell 
that she had been abused and 
that she wasn’t used to be-
ing around people. Although 
she had stayed with a foster 
family for several weeks, she 
was still scrawny-looking and 
undernourished. We knew that 
Maggie had lived with numer-
ous dogs, so maybe she couldn’t compete successfully for food. 
For a long time, Maggie was so shy that she wouldn’t come near 
me and she fearfully narrowed her eyes whenever we’d approach 
her. However, Maggie and Callie quickly became good friends. 
She and Sharon did, too. Sharon worked part-time and when-
ever she went out, the dogs usually accompanied her. Unfortu-
nately, it didn’t go as well for me. When I was working full-time, 
I often got home late, so Maggie usually would see me briefly in 
the morning and a couple hours in the late evening. When I had 
time off, I usually went golfing. Obviously, that didn’t help my 
relationship with Maggie. Although she tolerated my presence, 
she wouldn’t let me to touch her, not even a gentle pat on the 
head!

Maggie XIII
MAggiE’S dAd

That was hard to take, but I 
just assumed it would take 
time. And it did. A LONG 
TIME! It was three years before 
Maggie would allow me to 
pet her. It took much love 
and PATIENCE. However,  the 
frightened look in her eyes 
eventually was replaced by a 
relaxed, happy expression. The 
transformation was well worth 
the wait! Although Maggie 
wouldn’t let me get too close, 
she started allowing Sharon 
to pat her head or scratch her 
back, but she still would not 
accept that kind of attention 
from me.

Now, Maggie and I have be-
come good friends. I retired in 
2009 and nowadays I’m around 
the house a lot. That means 
that I can  take the dogs for a 
walk and on errands. Sharon 
and I like to take Maggie and 
Callie on road trips in our RV 
and we hope to go on some 
longer trips while we’re still 
young enough. Now that I’m 
fully retired, Callie and Maggie 
think I have nothing better to 
do than take them for walks, 
sometimes as often as  three 
times a day. If I’m doing er-
rands, the dogs usually go with 

me and they love to ride. This has helped solidify my friendship 
with Maggie and she now accepts me as her dad. Although it’s 
taken a long time for us to become close friends, it has hap-
pened. She’s so bossy nowadays that whenever I’m surfing the 
Web and she wants to go for a walk, she starts woofing at me. 
When she’s on her seat in the back of the car, I enjoy scratching  
her ears, rubbing her belly, and patting her on the head. These 
days, she rolls over, puts her head on the pillow, and readily 
accepts the lavish attention. Both dogs are both getting too old 
to jump into my truck, so these days I lift them in and out, to 
make sure that they don’t hurt themselves. Maggie used to re-
sist the help, but now she accepts it gracefully. Recently, when  
I lifted her onto the driver’s seat and gave her a great big hug, 
she just sat there enjoying the attention.

MAGGIE AND CALLIE, SEPTEMBER 2014

MAGGIE 2005

heaven’s the place where all the dogs 
you’ve ever loved come to greet you.

if your dog is fat, you’re not getting 
enough exercise.



Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue
P.O. Box 15354
Richmond, VA 23227
info@maessr.org
(301)362-0423
MAESSR President – president@maessr.org
Vice President – vicepresident@maessr.org
Adoptions Coordinator – adoptioncoordinator@maessr.org
Senior Dogs Coordinator – seniors@maessr.org 
Fundraising Coordinator – fundraising@maessr.org 
Newsletter Editor – newsletter@maessr.org
Dog Intake/Foster Home Coordinator – foster@maessr.org 
Transport Coordinator – transport@maessr.org 
Volunteer Coordinator – volunteers@maessr.org 
Shelter Dog Coordinator – shelterdog@maessr.org 
Owner Relinquishment Coordinator – relinquish@maessr.org 

MAESSR Marketplace
 hoW
 MAny itEM dEScRiPtion/ciRclE choicE PRicE totAl

 MAESSR Sweatshirt Gray Hooded Sweatshirt $43.00
  S      M      L      XL      XXL

 ladies tee (¾ sleeve, v-neck, pink) “I adopted a member $19.00
  of the senior class”

 Sara England Prints
    St. Patrick’s Party Springers at St. Patty table $41.20
    Winter Wonder Springers with snowman $41.20
    Reel Best Friend Springer catches a fish $41.20

 Woo Bag of toys Each bag has at least five toys $30.00
  which collectively retail for more
  than $40.00. Plus it comes in one
  of our Save the Planet grocery bags!

 christmas ornament—MAESSR Rescue Boat liver/liver $27.00
  black/black $27.00
  liver/black $27.00

Phone #  ____________________________________ E-mail Address  _____________________________________           TOTAL

Ship To:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Prices include shipping. Please enclose this slip with your check made payable to MAESSR.
Mail to: MAESSR, P.O. Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227


