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The MAESSR Training Team has evolved over the past few 
years. For more than a decade, Barb Bennett provided the 
lion’s share of the training support for people who have 

adopted dogs through MAESSR and for those who foster dogs. 
We are grateful that Barb still provides support when needed. 
Maxine Fox joined the MAESSR Training Team (a team of two!) 
in 2013 after she gave a talk at the Langhorne Springerfest on 
“Building Confidence in Dogs.” The following year, Barb retired 
from her post. Currently, the Training team has Kristin Keaser 
and Maxine Fox as co-coordinators and Melissa Burkhardt and 
Alice Fisher as team members. We have employed a group train-
ing approach within our team. When Kristin receives a call or 
email via MAESSR Training or from one of the post-adoption 
interviewers, she assigns the case to the team members on a ro-
tating basis. We developed this procedure ensure that the team’s 
workload is distributed equally and that nobody is doing too 
much, because many of us are busy volunteering and working in 
other capacities.

After a Training Team member makes the initial contact with 
the person requesting assistance, a synopsis of the call is writ-
ten and distributed to the team. Therefore, everyone is aware 
of every case and if a case is complicated, all of us can weigh 
in by offering additional ideas and resources. This collaborative 
approach provides a dog owner with useful advice on behavioral 
issues such as separation anxiety, aggression, reactivity, fear, 
housetraining, etc. After the initial contact, many cases require 
a follow-up phone call. Sometimes, we recommend that the dog 
owner hire a positive reinforcement-based trainer, and whenever 
possible, the Training Team helps the owner locate one. Unfor-
tunately, sometimes the match between dog and owner simply 
isn’t working out because the owner cannot invest the time, ef-
fort, and/or money into the training, exercise, or modifications 
the dog needs. In such instances, the dog must be returned to 
MAESSR. Happily, that’s an infrequent occurrence.

When MAESSR Training Team members were asked for some 
background information and why they volunteer, here’s what 
they had to say:

KRISTIN KEASER • Growing up, I always had dogs and horses 
and somehow, the two seem to go together. I started riding at 
age 10 and learned how to read a horse’s body language. I also 

Intoducing MAESSR’s Training Team
MAXINE FOX

developed an affinity for German Shepherds and their peculiari-
ties. I’ve always loved BIG dogs, which meant dealing with lots 
of behavior that most people will tolerate in a small dog, but 
which needed to be addressed when owning a German Shepherd, 
German Shepherd mix, or a Dobie mix. I’ve fostered for other 
rescue organizations and volunteered at shelters, and that’s 
provided experience with a variety of issues. Unfortunately, my 
obedience training classes were taught using the old methods, 
so I shudder to admit that I am familiar with the use of choke, 
prong, and shock collars, and what they do and do not achieve. 
Having seen the light, I am a firm believer in force- and aver-
sion-free training, built upon the principles of positive rein-
forcement. I thoroughly enjoy being able to help owners with 
the problems they have with their fur babies.

MAXINE FOX • I received a Bachelor of Science in Animal 
Science and a K-12 science teaching certification from Rut-
gers University and have devoted both career and hobbies to 
animals. During my teen years, I trained horses to go from the 
track to the show ring. I have worked in the field of veterinary 
medicine for more than 25 years as both a technician in private 
practice and a veterinary scientist in industry. Always having a 
strong love for all animals, owning everything from cats, dogs, 
horses, chickens, geese, rabbits, guinea pigs, and hamsters since 
childhood, my husband and I bought our first puppy (a Labrador 
Retriever) shortly after we were married. After the first basic 
puppy class, I was hooked on obedience training! In addition, I 
spent more than 10 years training my own dogs under the men-
toring of obedience trainer and AKC judge Ms. Vicki Brown via 
the Delaware Valley Kennel Club. I also assisted others in basic 
pet and AKC competition obedience trials. My first Lab earned 
two obedience titles, a Therapy Dog title, and the Canine Good 
citizen certification. My experience in professionally training 
(canine-services.com) all breeds for puppy and basic obedience 
and behavior modification, using positive reinforcement and 
counter-conditioning techniques, spans more than 21 years. I 
am also a member of the Association of Professional Dog Train-
ers. After adopting Tommy from MAESSR in 2012, Barb Bennett, 
who led the MAESSR Training Team for many years, asked me 
to join the team. I welcomed the chance to give back to such a 
wonderful organization!

continued on page 8

Mid-Atlantic English Springer Spaniel Rescue is a volunteer-based 501(c)3 animal welfare organization
dedicated to rescuing and re-homing English Springer Spaniels through

rescue, rehabilitation, training, humane education, and community outreach.
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Who’s That Volunteer? Pam Nealer
MARTHA NEALER

If you’ve been to one of the 
MAESSR picnics in Lang-
horne, Pennsylvania, or 

in Maryland, you’ve probably 
met Pam Nealer. She’s been 
a dedicated volunteer in the 
New Jersey area for six years 
and is always lending a hand 
at the basket raffle table or 
participating in the games 
with her Springer, Sophie. She 
also staffs a MAESSR table at 
the local PetSmart, regularly 
places donation cans at local 
businesses in her community, 
conducts post-adoption inter-
views, and is a member of the 
Transport Team.

Eight years ago, Pam chose 
her Springer, Sophie, from a 
litter of eight pups that were 
available from a local breeder. 
Pam immediately learned 
Sophie had a sweet disposi-
tion and would be a wonderful 
companion—but her contribution to Pam’s life was even more 
important. On one occasion, when Sophie was three years old, 
she reared up on her back legs, and planted her paws on Pam’s 
chest. While normally this wouldn’t be anything to be con-
cerned about, Pam experienced some soreness in her chest that 
simply wouldn’t go away. When the pain hadn’t eased in a week, 
she went for to see a doctor, who ran some tests. It was deter-
mined that Pam had breast cancer, and she then had radiation, 
chemotherapy, and a double mastectomy. Two weeks after Pam 
received her diagnosis, she noticed a suspicious-looking sore on 
Sophie’s paw. When she took Sophie to the veterinarian’s office, 
she learned that the sore was cancerous. Fortunately, the sore 
was removed before the cancer could spread. We are happy to 
share that Pam and Sophie have been cancer-free for seven-and-
a-half years. With all they have in common, it’s easy to under-
stand the special bond they share.

Three years ago, Pam adopted Star, a senior English Setter who 
was in need of a forever home. She’s been a welcome addition, 
and gets along well with Sophie and Orange, the cat. Pam still 
works full time, but she enjoys spending time with her nieces 
and nephews and watching football, especially the New England 
Patriots. Pam also deals with the challenges posed by kidney 
disease. While she’s waiting to receive a kidney from a donor 
for a transplant, she receives home treatment as a hemodialysis 

patient three nights a week. 
Those who are familiar with 
dialysis know that this is a 
grueling process. The need for 
kidney donors is great and Pam 
has been on the waiting list 
for more than six years. Unfor-
tunately, none of her relatives 
have turned out to be viable 
donors.

Many of us start a new year by 
making a commitment to good 
health. Therefore, this is a 
good opportunity to highlight 
the need for organ donors. We 
would like to encourage people 
to choose organ donation, and 
to let their families know their 
wishes. Here are some of the 
statistics available through 
the United Network for Organ 
Sharing (UNOS):

• Every 10 minutes someone is 
added to the national trans-
plant waiting list.

• On average, 22 people die each day while waiting for a trans-
plant.

• One organ donor can save eight lives.

According to the Living Kidney Donors Network, there are 
93,000 people waiting on the kidney transplant list with an 
average wait time of 5–10 years for a deceased donor.

As we know, most people are born with two kidneys, but only 
need one for their bodies to fully function. Eligible living do-
nors can directly donate their kidney to a recipient if they are a 
match. If they are not compatible, the paired donation system 
provides an option whereby one person can donate a kidney to 
a specific person or altruistically. That starts a paired donation 
chain where kidneys are matched with compatible recipients.

For more information on organ donation, please visit United 
Network for Organ Sharing at www.unos.org. To learn more 
about kidney donation, please visit the National Kidney Founda-
tion at www.kidney.org. For more information on living kidney 
donation, please visit the Living Kidney Donors Network at 
www.lkdn.org.

If you are interested in organ donation and would like to be 
tested to see if you would be a candidate to donate to Pam, 
please feel free to contact her sister, Martha, at mnealer@ 
verizon.net for more information.
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MAESSR dogs come from 
many different places 
and situations. Often, 

the original owners try so hard 
to do their best, but realize 
that they and their dog need 
the help of others. Bailey 
came into rescue from a New 
Jersey shelter. He was obvi-
ously loved, but his owner had 
mental health challenges that 
prevented Bailey from getting 
the care he needed for the 
sake of his health. The shelter 
staff asked MAESSR to see that 
this boy got the medical at-
tention he desperately needed. 
Bailey got that and more, for 
he found a loving new home!

During Bailey’s first few days in foster care, he looked depressed 
and scared. In fact, he was afraid of the mini-dachshund in his 
foster home. But what a difference a week and some medica-
tions made! A trip to the vet brought treatment for his rampant 
yeast infections and low thyroid level. Medicated baths several 
times a week helped his body recover. Soon Bailey began to be 
a bit more animated. He also learned about the cookie jar and 
started randomly demanding a cookie.

The first few nights in foster care were tough for Mr. B because 
he and his family had to figure out a mutually satisfactory sleep 
schedule. He did not like being left downstairs in the sunroom 
and made that very clear. However, sleeping on a big dog bed 
next to his foster mom’s bed was perfect. Car rides were another 
challenge for Bailey. When he didn’t want to get into the car or 
go into a place he was unsure of, he would become a 100-pound 
anchor!

In the long run, an agreeable and tolerant Springer and a calm, 
patient foster mom won the day! When fuzz started coming 
in all over Bailey’s body, growth of a beautiful coat became a 
real possibility. Bailey learned how to play and he pranced with 
happiness whenever his foster mom came home. Soon, he was 
very comfortable with the three dogs in his home; in fact, when 
he wanted to snuggle, his family was afraid he would crush 
the mini-dachshund! Leaving home was a bit scary, but Bai-
ley learned to love his car rides back home. He apparently was 
unaware of his true size, because with all of his 60 pounds, he 
would try to climb up into his foster mom’s lap and curl into a 
ball.

Craig Coombs adopted Bailey and introduced him to a new life. 
It was an easy transition. Bailey’s coat has grown out beauti-
fully and his thyroid levels are being maintained well with his 
daily meds. He’s a quick learner and his obedience skills have 
improved. Like most dogs, Bailey occasionally has selective 

Then and Now: Bailey 26
NANCY HALE

hearing, and once in a while he relishes a moment of disobedi-
ence. However, he quickly learned that he’s supposed to sit 
at the top of the driveway while Craig walks to the bottom to 
retrieve the mail.

Bailey has settled into a comfortable routine. It includes using 
his big “man bark” to encourage Craig to hurry up and change 
his clothes so that they can go feed the cows—a great ad-
venture! Baily also thoroughly enjoys his big yard, which has 
plenty of rabbits and birds to watch and track, but no chasing. 
Now this lucky MAESSR boy gets to enjoy coffee night at Craig’s 
daughter’s. That’s because it means more petting and a chance 
to hang out with Beau and Zoey, her two Springers. Bailey really 
likes having them come over to stay for a night. Although he’s 
slowly learning to play with them, he still prefers belly rubs or 
wrestling with dad. But Bailey’s favorite activity is snuggling 
close under the covers. What a bed hog!

Bailey has overcome the initial anxiety he felt when Craig left 
for work. He used to shake and tremble when he knew his dad 
was leaving, but now he climbs onto his pillow waiting for 
prayer time, rubs, and kisses before being left alone. He’s a 
lounger in the evening, but in true Springer fashion, he can be 
out cold, snoring away, and then snap awake to follow his Craig 
into the next room. Now that Bailey’s found him, he certainly 
wouldn’t want that very special person to get lost!

Craig reports Bailey has really blossomed and that his happiness 
is such a blessing. It’s  contagious and he charms everyone he 
meets! Craig thinks that the most telling sign is that when this 
lucky dog smiles and wags so intently, his eyes light up with 
joy.

Life is good for Mr. B. Love, care, patience, attention, and some 
very special hugs changed a sad, needy guy into the handsome 
dude seen in these recent pictures. Go Bailey—and Craig!

BAILEY NOW—WHAT A DIFFERENCE!BAILEY THEN
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New Volunteers
LINDA JOHNSTON

Our MAESSR volunteers come from locations that we 
service all along the Mid-Atlantic Region, including New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District of Colum-

bia, Virginia, Delaware, and West Virginia. We also have volun-
teers in South Carolina, North Carolina, Arizona, Minnesota, 
Alabama, Tennessee, and New York, who, despite their remote 
locations, are able to assist our organization in accomplishing 
its mission.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteer op-
portunities, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Linda 
Johnston, at springerlove@comcast.net, or simply complete 
the online volunteer application on our Web site.

Please join us in welcoming the following new volunteers who 
recently joined MAESSR.

Susan Dryden • Arlington, Va. | Susan Kirk • Beachwood, N.J.  
Ray Lawlor • Atlantic Beach, N.Y. | AmySmart • Allentown, Pa.  
Stacie Sulkowski • Erie, Pa.

Heartworms, Our Dogs’ Year-Round Enemies
TOM SCANLON

The Christmas decorations 
are put away. Snow is 
falling and winter is upon 

us. So we can forget about 
mosquitoes and heartworm 
prevention, right? Wrong! 
Heartworms threaten our 
canine companions’ health 
throughout the year.

Just in case we are little fuzzy 
on how deadly heartworms are, 
here are some facts from the 
American Heartworm Soci-
ety. “Heartworm disease is a 
serious and potentially fatal 
disease in pets in the United 
States and many other parts 
of the world. It is caused by foot-long worms (heartworms) that 
live in the heart, lungs, and associated blood vessels of affected 
pets, causing severe lung disease, heart failure, and damage 
to other organs in the body.” At the risk of grossing you out, 
heartworms quietly reproduce in the host dog, where literally 
hundreds of heartworms can live five to seven years.

I hope that got your attention, because heartworm prevention 
is a must, even in the cold weather months ahead. There are a 
variety of reasons that heartworms are a year-round problem. 
For example, heartworm disease is transmitted by mosquitoes 
from animal to animal, species to species. Foxes and coyotes are 

common carriers on the east 
coast, but other mammals can 
carry the disease, too. Mosqui-
toes that have been feasting 
on an infected wild animal 
may easily move on to our 
household pets. Mosquitoes 
are also able to survive year-
round if they can find a warm 
enough environment, such as 
a house or barn. Finally, they 
can get blown for miles and 
miles in the wind. Heartworm 
disease has been recorded in 
all 50 states, especially in the 
mid-Atlantic region, MAESSR 
territory.

The good news is that heartworm disease is relatively easy to 
prevent. There are several heartworm preventatives available 
through your veterinarian, and most dogs view the chewable 
tablets as treats. Another plus is most of the preventatives also 
protect your pet from other parasites. Speak to your veterinar-
ian about your options. The American Heartworm Society’s 
slogan is “Think 12.” Get your pet tested every 12 months for 
heartworm and give your pet heartworm preventive 12 months 
a year.

For more information, check out the American Heartworm Soci-
ety at https://www.heartwormsociety.org/.

Every dog lover has had to give medications to their dogs, 
and most of us know that peanut butter can camouflage a 
pill’s bitterness and is well liked by dogs. Recently, some 

food manufacturers have started adding the artificial sweetener 
Xylitol to peanut butter and other nut butters to lower the 
number of calories their products contain.

However, because of the way it’s metabolized, Xylitol can cause 
a life-threatening drop in a dog’s blood sugar (glucose) and 
cause liver damage. There is no part of this goodie that you 
should share! Affected dogs will stagger and even collapse. If 
you think that your dog may have ingested any Xylitol, please 
take it to your vet or an animal ER immediately.

Make a habit of reading ingredient lists, and if you discover that 
a product contains Xylitol, don’t give it to your dog!

Beware of Xylitol
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A New Year and a New Me
BOGEY (WITH M.L. WOLFE)

Hi! My name is Bogey 
and I became a MAESSR 
boy in September 2011. 

Here’s my story: 

I was rescued when I was 
only eight weeks old, and was 
one of nine pups given up to 
MAESSR. My brothers, sisters, 
and I were so flea-infested 
that we actually were lethar-
gic. We had no energy, and 
that’s not what puppyhood’s 
all about! Our MAESSR angels 
stopped, got some Capstar, and 
bathed us in the middle of our 
transport. Although the fleas 
were gone, I started being a 
very an itchy boy. Believe me, 
that’s no fun!

By the time I was seven 
months old, I had a rash on 
my tummy. Mom tried Bena-
dryl and an anti-itch lotion, 
but neither helped. The vet 
gave me some antibiotics that 
cleared up my itchy rash for a 
little while, but my skin problems still didn’t go away. Over the 
next three years—yes, three long years—we tried a little bit of 
everything. When we did allergy testing, we learned that I was 
allergic to, drum roll please, grass, leaves, weeds, and trees. Now 
I ask you, how can you be a dog, and especially a Springer, and 
be allergic to grass, leaves, weeds, and trees?

Time for shots! I had an allergen made especially for me. I wish 
I could say this made me feel special, but it didn’t. It was a 
shot, a weekly one at that. Mom gave me my shot every Friday 
while I was eating (my favorite thing to do), so I didn’t even 
raise my head from the bowl. Admittedly, the shots slowed down 
my breakouts, but they didn’t completely disappear.

The vet suggested that we do food allergy testing. We will admit 
that I failed at that, or better yet, that mom failed. To do the 
food testing, I needed to be on a special diet for 90 days; that 
is, eating nothing but my special diet. Did I mention that I have 
this little problem? Every once in a while those pesky little devil 
horns on the top of my head simply pop through my fur. If you 
can believe it, I am accused of being a highly skilled counter-
surfer and trash-diver. I’m also a master when it comes to open-

ing doors and cabinets. Yep, 
trying to keep me from eating 
anything but a special diet was 
a failing task. I, on the other 
hand, consider myself a consci-
entious counter inspector, who 
makes sure that the surfaces 
are clean and that nothing 
of value is left there. It is a 
public service that I provide 
free of charge. I also try to 
make sure that nothing good 
goes into the trash. If you’re 
late with dinner, no problem! 
I can open the pantry and 
“self-feed.“ Because mom took 
all of the wheat, soy, corn, 
white potatoes, white rice, and 
poultry out of my diet, I get 
no commercial treats. Instead, 
I get fruit and veggies.

If one flea lands on me, I lose 
my hair. Yep, only one flea and 
I go bald. That is just what 
us allergic dogs do. I was on 
Frontline, and then switched 
to Advantix. Now I’m on 

Bravecto, which seems to work best for me. The other products 
were okay but they just weren’t working for this highly allergic 
boy.

You may find it hard to believe, but I spent three years of trial 
and error trying to control my allergies and skin issues. We’re 
talking about countless doses of antibiotics, prednisone, and 
Zyrtec, and allergy shots. In June we moved to South Caro-
lina and our new vet started giving me Apoquel. In mid-July I 
started taking only Apoquel along with a biweekly bath with 
BPO-3 shampoo. I immediately started getting better! The angry 
rash on my tummy began clearing up and all of the scabs and 
flaking began going away. My once thin and brittle hair started 
coming back thick and lush! Now, people remark on how silky 
and soft I am. Best of all, I started playing again! Admittedly, I 
had become somewhat of a slug because I just didn’t feel well. 
That’s no longer the case.

I am starting off the New Year with a gorgeous coat and I’m 
feeling happy and playful. We are all hopeful that Apoquel con-
tinues to keep me itch free.

This is Bogey, over and out!

Whoever said you can’t buy happiness 
forgot about puppies.

If your dog is fat, you’re not getting 
enough exercise.
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New Products Alert
LINDA SHOPE

All of us love to learn  
    about the new gadgets  
    that are out there for 

us, but what about the ones 
for our dogs? Some pretty cool 
things are available for them, 
too! How about these two?

The Leanlix  
training stick

These healthy dog treats are 
convenient to carry when 
you’re hiking or when you’re 
training your dog. They’re 
good for them, too! Leanlix 
(www.himalayandogchew.com/
products/leanlix) is a healthy, 
gluten-free, grain-free prod-
uct that dogs can lick and 
consume  less than one calorie (in 40 licks) or three licks per 
serving! The Leanlix training stick also is very convenient. It 
comes in a 2.5 oz. “stick” that that resembles a Chapstick (only 
bigger!) that you can hang from a lanyard on your neck. You 
also can get it in the smaller 0.15 oz. Chapstick size, which fits 
in your pocket. Leanlix come in eight different flavors:  Run-
Away Frank, Bark-B-Q, PB & J Time, Sweet Potato, Free-Range 
Chicken, Himalayan Cheese, Grass-Fed Beef, and Cheezsteak. 
They’re very easy to use. There’s no dropping treats on the 
ground or trying to find them in your pocket or treat bag. Also, 
there are no chomped-on fingers by pups eagerly taking their 
treats. Woohoo! 

Leanlix is produced by www.Himalayan.com, which also manu-
factures the Himalayan Dog Chews, yakySNACKS, Ruff Roots, 
and Chew & Chew. They are sold on many websites, but if you 
purchase them on Chewy.com, a portion of your purchase will 
be donated to MAESSR. This is a win-win! Leanlix normally sell 
on Chewy for $11.99, but sometimes they’re on sale for $8.36 
or even cheaper, if you sign up for auto-ship. The Littlelix, 
which come in a six-pack, are not available on Chewy. Reviews 
on Chewy show that dogs’ favorite flavors are the Himalayan 
Cheese, the Sweet Potato lix, and the Free-Range Chicken. All 
Leanlix varieties are made with pea syrup, water, pea starch, 
chicken powder (except the Sweet Potato), a specific flavor, and 
preservatives (citric acid, sodium benzoate, and potassium sor-
bate). One reviewer stated that when the package is opened, it 
emits a strong odor of whatever flavor is being used, and really 
gets the dog’s attention. The reviewer added that if the smell of 
higher odor treats is bothersome, try to use one of the non-meat 
flavors, which smell sweet.

One person used Leanlix to help train their dog to “heel” and 
stay in the perfect position. Hmmm! Some folks used it while 
grooming to keep their dog still and distracted. Others have 
used it when traveling. And, it’s exceptional for continuous 

treating when teaching obedience skills, loose-leash walking, or 
appropriate greeting skills!

Check out the Leanlix website and watch the video. The dogs 
love them and you will, too! 

The Safe Behind Bars  
Adjustable Harness 

This clever product by Dog-gammut is available at www.dog-
gamutt.com/. It provides an ingenious way to prevent small 
dogs or puppies from escaping through fences. The Safe Behind 
Bars Adjustable Harness is easy to put on and isn’t heavy. It has 
a lightweight, stationary crossbar across the back that spans 
two fence bars and stops small dogs/puppies from escaping from 
fenced-in yards, balconies, and decks.

As the website states, “It is simple to use for all ages and ad-
justs easily to provide a comfortable and secure fit. The patent-
ed ergonomic design enables full range of motion and comfort-
able, all-day wear in any climate. Constructed of lightweight, 
non-irritating material that is durable and easy to care for, it 
is compact and weighs less than 3 oz., fits easily into a purse, 
suitcase, or automobile glovebox for pets on the go.” Prices 
range from $28.95 for an extra-small (neck 7”–9”/chest 10”–
16”) to $30.50 for an extra-large (neck 15”–24”/chest “20–30”).

There are lots of great owner testimonials, but this one sums it 
up. The owner had been afraid her dog “would be uncomfortable 
in the harness and that she might not be able to roll on her 
belly to play or lay down, but she doesn’t even notice it on her, 
and can do everything she always has … except run off!”

What a wonderful and simple idea! No shock collars, no electric 
fences, no problem!

Sometimes you don’t need words to feel 
better; you just need the nearness of 
your dog.
Natalie Lloyd, A Snicker of Magic 
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Thank you for donating!
“I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show 

to any fellow creature, let me do it now; let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.” — Etienne de Grellet

MAESSR would like to acknowledge the generous support of our donors. We are deeply grateful for the generosity of our MAESSR 
family. Your donations are essential to ensuring the continuation of our mission to rescue and re-home English Springer Spaniels.

Monthly Subscription 
Donations
William and Melissa Campbell
Helen S. Harrill
Candace Clunan
Jenny Crandall
Ilonka Dazevedo
Lisa Nuzzaci
Rebecca Zullo
Daniel Swisher
Rolf Rykken
Lisa-Dai Venker

General Donations

OCTOBER
Chris Cafferata
Kristin McCurry
Joseph Forgione
Ellen Oxfeld
Thierry Liverman
Frank and Tina Nelson
Ty Young
Margaret Hetrick
Eric and Maria Little
Stephen Jurash
Patty Lopresti
Keith and Sharon Sames
Martha W. Aschman
Roberta Reichwein
Brandan Collins
Rebecca Perkovich
Jeremy and Sharon Lees
Jean and James Miller
Craig Moore
Paulette Olin
Scott and Jane Hendler
William and Kay Meredith
Anne Neese
Eric Enderlin
Danielle Armano
Sharon and Tim Ferguson
Anna and Ryan Murphy
Susannah Dryden
Laurie Tyrrell-Schroeder
Patricia and Donald Murry
Ty Young
Ruth Perez

NOVEMBER
Barbara Moyer
Barbara Breeden
Mindy Dice-Shah
Sarah Abreu
Barbara Breeden
Dennis Collins
Carl and Roberta Reichwein
Barbara Breeden
TJ Davis
Tracy Doll
Robin Beveridge
Paul Morrow
Susan Kachnoskie and Steve 
Edelson

Karen Zens
Georgia Turner
Sharon Boyd
Linda Dabney
Sandra Hoyland

Gregory Hinchliffe and Karen 
Schiebel

Gerald and Diane Damron
Janet Smith
Kathy Silliman
Michelle and Alan Peters
Tamara Daugherty
Jane Davis
Donna Vincent
Maxine Fox
Tracey Monolo
Randy Young
Steven Brown
Carol Hails
Jennifer Boucher
TJ Davis
Warren Reeves
Christopher Cafferata
Noella Bryden
Shirley Allwein
Catherne Whaley
Julia Barnard
Shirley and David Allwein
Shirley Wertz

DECEMBER
Stacie Sulkowski
Denise Velegdan
Debra Sidman
Kathleen Clark
Judith Willock
Deborah J. Bolino
Kiki Venios
Craig Moore
Beth and Kevin Higgins
Curtis Young
Carolyn H. Mortgu
Lorrie A. Bruckart
Paul and Carol Scagnelli
Darlene J. Zeiger
Polly Littleton
Jenny Boucher
James Lutz
Clark Person
Mary E. Venzke
David Sewter
Carol O’Neill
Daniel Golden
Lois Lehman
Craig Coombs
Barbara Moyer
Heather Daddio
Craig Moore
Stacey Cendrowski
Charles R. Grutzius
Barbara Moyer
William Jaeger
David and Maxine Fox
Geoffrey D. Roswick
William and Truitt Allcott
Amy Smart
Jeffrey and Anne Madden
Mrs. William Tucker
Nancy F. Barrett
Pamela E. Light
Wendy L. Kushner
William and Kelly Knapper
Pheane and Steve Kissling
Carol and Richard Keeler

Georgiana and Robert Riley
Katherine and Edward Stevens
Barbara Albert
Margaret Hetrick
Frank Langill
Joann Kansier
Kim Winter
Doug Barth
Maxine Fox
Steven Gifis
Leon Lackey Jr.
Eric Enderlin
Caitlin Dallas
Brent Poer
Jeffrey Clark
Tammy Allwein
Patricia and Leonard Paquette
Charlotte McGorry
Betsy Johns Roadman
Melissa Hayworth
Brian Elinich
Leslie Hyde and Alexander 
Katsnelson

Craig Moore
Carol Golubock
Marjorie Goodman
Christine Becker
Joan Cromwell
Gwendolyn Parson
Rachel Corrigan
Joanne Sweeney
Eric Carle
Kiki Venios
Kathleen Weaver
Mark and Jane Mendlow
B.O. and Jane Taurman
Sandra Blalock
Allison and Robert Dinardo
Barbara J Finnan
Karl & Mary Ellen Malessa
Cheryl E. Weinstein
Neil and Elyse Saladoff
Eugenia and J. Murray Tate
James and Sandra Rawle
Edmund J. Sieminski
Derek and Anne Cross
Susan M. Davis
English Springer Spaniel Field 
Trial Assn.

M.J. Mintz
Jeffrey S. Summers

Donations in Memory of
Winston—Bill & Debbie 
Lipcsey

Barry Howe—Darrell & Marjo-
rie Howe

Elizabeth—Bill & Debbie 
Lipcsey

Duke—Linda Shope
Katie—Vicki Phillips
Molly Marie—Linda & Jerry 
Shope

Squeak and Oliver—Vicki 
Phillips

Liberty MAESSR 2006—Cyndi 
Chieppa

Albert E. Sciochetti—Heath 
R. Barker

Mr. Bernie Thompson—Jan 
Barnett

Sport, Thatcher, and Lady—
James and Ramona Hicks

Winston (2012)—Cheryl and 
Rick Larner

Albert E. Sciochetti—Stephen 
A. Sciochetti

Leslie Allen’s Niles—Phyllis 
Chan

Sloane Smith’s Chaucer—
Phyllis Chan

Debbie Lipcsey’s Oliver—Phyl-
lis Chan

Springer Phillips—Mark 
Robillard

Molly—Barbara L. Moyer
Al Sciocheth—PH Nealer
Elizabeth—Warren Reeves
Cully—Peggy Blumenthal
Molly—Pat Alberta
My dogs at the Bridge—Pat 
Alberta

Tom Fisher—Jayne Huston
Gilbert Nealer—Frank and 
Virginia Kitchmire

Miss Holly—Ronald Pelka
Albert E. Sciocchetti—Patricia 
A. Carafa

Gilbert Nealer—Fern and 
Frank Montesanto

Linda Loose—Thomas Loose
Bernie Thompson—Donna 
Thompson

Gilbert Nealer—Grace M 
Rainey

Amber—Henry and Patricia 
Weber

Duke—Barbara Moyer
Jackson—Maureen Ragan
Wilson and Norman—Susan-
nah Dryden

Stella (Charity, adopted 
2004)—Lise and Peter 
Scherr

Brittany—Pat Alberta
Thomas—Kathleen McQuaid
Zara—Kathleen McQuaid
Jake, Charlie, Jay, Sky, and 
Ben—Andrea Austin

Macabee—Sean Flynn
Ingram—Sean Flynn
My Sweet Truman—Sharon 
Yateman

Sammie and Ravi—Timothy 
and Linda Daniel

Molly and Hansel—Donna and 
Clifford Laing

Donations in Honor of
Archie and Rudy—Barbara H. 
Breeden

Boy—Cheryl and Jerry Saggers
Peyton 4—Jean and Graegory 
Smiles

Tami and Bob Porvaznik  
Marriage—Candi Lynn

Quittie’s 10th Birthday— 
Forrest and Ceil Sheffy

Benji adoption 8/11—Silvia 
Mandes

Mrs. Margaret McKenry 
Nash—Robert H. & Monica 
M. Cole Foundation

Willie—Beth Watson
Cheryl Weinstein and Tuck-
er—Katharine B. Arnstein

Cooper—Diane and Neil 
Croshaw

Support MAESSR—Beverly 
Young

Lindsey Bloom, Merry Christ-
mas—Deborah Jo Bolino

Judith Stephens—Rebecca 
Thompson

Zoey—Robert Stevenson
Megan Stevenson, Merry 
Chirstmas—Sheri Gaukler

Dr. Kevin Schnupp—Mary 
Etherton

Tugger—Carol J. de Fries
Fran Hrastar, Merry Christ-
mas—Mary Daum

Isabelle Chewning—Agnes M. 
Sterrett

Kathy Jarvis Springer Mom—
G.R. Jarvis

Lisa Nuzzaci—Edward & Mary 
Jane Nuzzaci

Jake XXII—Charles and Ann 
Darling

Pellet, Abby, Lonnie, and Vol-
unteers—James and Phyllis 
Lockwood

Elliott and Autumn—Martha 
Aschman

Ruth Perez—Barbara Draughon
Lisa Nuzzaci—Edward Nuzzaci
Debbie Lipcsey’s dedication to 
MAESSR—Charles Grutzius

Debbie Lipcsey’s dedication to 
MAESSR—Leon Lackey Jr.

Jack (aka Bryck) and Max—
Carol Stone

Lily—Elizabeth Arnold
Precious 11, 14 years today—
Linda Mercer

Anne Marlotte, Merry Christ-
mas—Anna Thuren

Jim Vezina and Christine Lee 
Christmas gift—Richard 
Vezina

Sophie—Donna Conti
Milli—Donna Conti
Mrs. Gloria Steinmeyer—Lil-
iane J. Schuster

Ben—Jan G.F. Barnett
Percy—Dorothy Cherry
Sammie and Ravi—Timothy 
and Linda Daniel

Debbie Lipcsey’s dedication 
to MAESSR—Raymond and 
Joyce Thomas

Liliane Schuster—Gloria L. 
Steinmeyer

Gryffin—James and Andrea 
Oppy
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Introducing the MAESSR Training 
Team

continued from page 1

ALICE FISHER • We got our Springer, Pete, in 2001. He was 
a puppy, and full of himself … a total boy, if you know what 
I mean! I started taking him to a puppy class with about five 
other dogs. We all got along so well that we continued to train 
together for the next five years! We did everything from obedi-
ence to Rally to agility, and we would all compete together at 
Rally events. It was great! We had a cheering section and sup-
port group for those times when our dog had a totally different 
idea of what he/she was supposed to do. I worked through a va-
riety of behavior issues with Pete, and I used to tease that Pete 
had his Ph.D in training. My next dog was Hannah, a German 
Shorthaired Pointer. She is a total hunting dog and that brought 
its own set of issues. I took her to many classes and to training, 
including private trainers, who came to our home. Because Han-
nah is so different, I learned additional training methods and 
how to train for different behavior issues.

I first learned about MAESSR when my husband and I were walk-
ing at Princeton University and encountered Kathleen O’Neil 
with her Springers. We started chatting with her and she told 
us about MAESSR. Shortly after that, I started volunteering. I’m 
relatively new to the Training Team and I enjoy volunteering. I 
enjoy talking to people about their doggies and hopefully, use 
everything I have learned to help them solve their dogs’ behav-
ior issues. I’m also a member of the Transport Team and help set 
up transports.

MELISSA BURKHARDT • I have trained and shown dogs in 
obedience for more than 25 years. I started with conventional 
methods—AKA “yank ‘n’ crank”—and realized there had to be 
a better, kinder, more humane way to train. I’ve been involved 
with positive training now for 10 years and have discovered how 
much better it works. I became involved with MAESSR and the 
Training Team so that I could help dog owners with behavioral 
issues and companion obedience. I try to help our rescue dogs 
make a smooth transition into their newly adoptive families’ 
lives. I enjoy helping others learn how to mold their furry com-
panions into a full-fledged family member that everyone can 
enjoy!

Behavior Adjustment Training (220 pages) by Grisha Stewart

Behavior Adjustment Training (BAT) was developed by author 
Grisha Stewart to rehabilitate and prevent dog reactivity. BAT 
looks at the function of growling, lunging, or fleeing and helps 
dogs learn socially acceptable behaviors that serve that same 
function. In a nutshell, BAT builds confidence by giving dogs a 
chance to learn to control their environment through peaceful 
means. That makes BAT very empowering to your dog or puppy, 
in a good way. It’s also empowering for you, as you learn how to 
understand your dog and help him learn to safely get along with 
people, dogs, and other “triggers.”

Fired Up, Freaked Out, and Frantic (174 pages) by Laura 
VanArendonk Baugh

Some dogs need a little help. Some dogs are afraid, excited, or 
reactive. Dogs that “don’t listen” and “go crazy” don’t live the 
lives we—or they—want.

Fired Up, Frantic, and Freaked Out can change that. Simple steps 
and an accessible, conversational tone from award-winning, 
internationally-known trainer Laura VanArendonk Baugh, CPDT-
KA KPACTP, make calming the agitated dog not only possible, 
but pleasant.

Inside you’ll learn how to achieve change in short, simple train-
ing sessions of a minute or less; maximize the effects of natural 
brain chemistry; know when to call in medical help; “clean up” 
unreliable behaviors in both overexcited sport dogs and pets at 
home; recognize how fear, aggression, and excitement are vari-
ants of the same root problem; bring your dog from emotional 
to thoughtful; and enjoy a calmer, more enriched life with your 
best friend!

Donated by Phyllis Chan in honor of Shirley, the Cocker Spaniel

Check out the MAESSR Library page, which just popped up 
on Facebook! The MAESSR library has more than 90 DVDs and 
books, both nonfiction and fiction, to lend out.

You can borrow books and other training material directly from 
the MAESSR Library on the group’s website by simply adding the 
books/DVDs you wish to borrow to the shopping cart and check-
ing out. You will not be charged for this process. Or you can 
send an email with your name, address, and material you wish 
to borrow to library@maessr.org. The material will be mailed to 
you and be due back within three weeks; you are responsible for 
return postage.

Book Barks
8

Ever consider what our dogs must think 
of us? I mean, here we come back from 
a grocery store with the most amazing 
haul, chicken, pork, half a cow. They 
must think we’re the greatest hunters on 
earth!
Anne Tyler

When you have dogs, you witness their 
uncomplaining acceptance of suffering, 
their bright desire to make the most of 
life in spite of the limitations of age 
and disease, their calm awareness of 
the approaching end when their final 
hours come. They accept death with a 
grace that I hope I will one day be brave 
enough to muster.
Dean Koontz, A Big Little Life: A Memoir of a Joyful Dog
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Dangerous foods for our furry friends

9

Some foods which are edible for humans, and even other 
species of animals, can pose hazards for dogs because of 
their different metabolism. Some may cause only mild 

digestive upsets, whereas others can cause severe illness, and 

Alcoholic beverages

Avocado

Bones from fish, poultry, or 
other meat sources

Cat food

Chocolate, coffee, tea, and 
other caffeine

Citrus oil extracts

Fat trimmings

Fish (raw, canned or cooked) 

Grapes, raisins and currants 

Hops

Human vitamin supplements 
containing iron

Macadamia nuts

Marijuana

Milk and other dairy products

Moldy or spoiled food, garbage

Mushrooms

Onions and garlic (raw, 
cooked, or powder)

Persimmons

Pits from peaches and plums

Raw eggs 

Raw meat

Rhubarb leaves

Salt

String

Sugary foods

Table scraps (in large amounts) 

Tobacco 

Yeast dough 

Xylitol(artificial sweetener)

Can cause intoxication, seizures, low blood sugar, arrhythmias, coma, and death.

The leaves, seeds, fruit, and bark contain persin, which can cause vomiting and diarrhea.

Can cause obstruction or laceration of the digestive system. 

Generally too high in protein and fats.

Contain caffeine, theobromine, or theophylline, which can cause vomiting and diarrhea and be toxic to the 
heart and nervous systems.

Can cause vomiting.

Can cause pancreatitis.

If fed exclusively or in high amounts can result in a thiamine (a B vitamin) deficiency leading to loss of  
appetite, seizures, and in severe cases, death.

Contain an unknown toxin, which can damage the kidneys. There have been no problems associated with 
grape seed extract.

Unknown compound causes panting, increased heart rate, elevated temperature, seizures, and death.

Can damage the lining of the digestive system and be toxic to the other organs including the liver and  
kidneys.

Contain an unknown toxin, which can affect the digestive and nervous systems and muscle.

Can depress the nervous system, cause vomiting, and changes in the heart rate.

Some adult dogs and cats may develop diarrhea if given large amounts of dairy products.

Can contain multiple toxins causing vomiting and diarrhea and can also affect other organs.

Can contain toxins, which may affect multiple systems in the body, cause shock, and result in death.

Contain sulfoxides and disulfides, which can damage red blood cells and cause anemia. Cats are more suscep-
tible than dogs.

Seeds can cause intestinal obstruction and enteritis.

Can cause obstruction of the digestive tract.

Contain an enzyme called avidin, which decreases the absorption ofbiotin (a B vitamin). This can lead to skin 
and hair coat problems as well as neurologic abnormalities. Raw eggs may also containSalmonella.

May contain bacteria such as Salmonella and E. coli, which can cause vomiting and diarrhea.

Contain oxalates, which can affect the digestive, nervous, and urinary systems.

If eaten in large quantities it may lead to electrolyte imbalances, seizures, and even death.

Can become trapped in the digestive system; called a “string foreign body.”

Can lead to obesity, dental problems, and possibly diabetes mellitus.

Table scraps are not nutritionally balanced. They should never be more than 10 percent of the diet. Fat should 
be trimmed from meat; bones should not be fed.

Contains nicotine, which affects the digestive and nervous systems. Can result in rapid heart beat, collapse, 
coma, and death.

Can expand and produce gas in the digestive system, causing pain and possible rupture of the stomach or 
intestines.

Can cause very low blood sugar (hypoglycemia), which can result in vomiting, weakness, and collapse. In 
high doses can cause liver failure and death.

even death. The following common food items should not be fed 
(intentionally or unintentionally) to dogs. This list is, of course, 
incomplete because we cannot possibly list everything your dog 
should not eat.

ITEMS TO AVOID REASONS TO AVOID

Heaven’s the place where all the dogs 
you’ve ever loved come to greet you.

A dog is the only thing on earth that 
loves you more than himself.
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Periodontal disease is the 
most prevalent of all 
diseases in our companion 

animals. Although it was formerly 
believed that dogs didn’t get 
cavities, this is not true. Cavi-
ties won’t be identified if no one 
systematically looks for them, 
and if it isn’t found early, tooth 
decay can become extensive. This 
can lead to structural damage, 
infected teeth, and tooth death, 
with the potential for a localized 
infection that can cause facial 
swelling, draining tracks (fistu-
las), or an infection that spreads 
throughout the body.

Oral disease processes and tumors 
also need to be identified and diagnosed early for optimal treatment. 
Some oral tumors that previously carried a very poor prognosis can be 
treated very effectively with oral surgery and immunotherapy (mela-
noma vaccine).

Gum (periodontal) disease is extremely common in older dogs, and 
one of the more serious health problems that occurs. Basically it is the 
overwhelming presence of bacteria in the plaque that adheres to a dog’s 
teeth. However, anesthesia is not always an option for some older dogs 
or those dogs that may be medically compromised. You need to speak 
with your vet about the acceptable options while evaluating your dog’s 
overall health.

The oral exam
The annual physical exam must include an oral exam to recognize prob-
lems with teeth and periodontal and other oral diseases. The compre-
hensive oral exam begins by carefully observing the face, recognizing 
that there are normal breed variations that are distinct from abnormali-
ties. Is the bite right or is there a malocclusion? Is there evidence of 
facial swelling or discharge from draining tracks? Your vet should look 
for excessive depositions of calculus (tartar) on one side of the mouth 
compared to the other side. Is the pet avoiding chewing on one side? 
Is the pet unable to chew on one side due to an abnormal occlusion 
or a TMJ problem? Is the pet unwilling to chew on one side to avoid 
pain? This would potentially result in more calculus being deposited 
on that side. Fractured (broken) or sensitive teeth may lead to serious 
dental infection, tooth abscesses, facial swelling, or draining tracks. 
Vets observe for soft tissue problems of the gingiva (gums), buccal 
mucosa (inside of the cheeks), and the hard and soft palate (roof of the 
mouth). Unusual odor dictates the need for further evaluation.

Some animals that are aggressive or fearful won’t allow a safe oral exam 
during the physical exam. In such instances, the oral exam should be 
performed with sedation or under anesthesia, which allows a more 
detailed and thorough examination. A dental chart with a checklist of 
areas to be observed carefully is a systematic approach to the oral exam 
and can prove highly beneficial. Dental radiographs with periodon-
tal probing are very important in establishing an accurate diagnosis. 
Without dental radiographs, an accurate diagnosis is often impossible 
to establish. This includes checking for signs of periodontal disease, 
facial swellings, and discolored or fractured teeth. Without an accurate 
diagnosis, it is difficult to provide appropriate and effective treatment. 
Dental radiographs also help in performing most dental therapies.

“COHAT”—comprehensive oral health assessment and treatment—
means the teeth are scaled above and below the gum line and polished. 
Periodontal probing also is performed, observations are charted, and 
dental radiographs are taken. This almost always requires anesthesia.

The risks of anesthesia
The most recent statistics indicate that the death rate related to anes-
thesia in pets is approximately one anesthetic-related death for every 
1,000 anesthetized, but the dog with a significant pre-existing disease, 
such as chronic heart or lung disease, is at an increased risk. This risk 
maybe acceptable if the dental problem  is interfering with the dog’s 
quality of life by causing excessive pain.

There are several questions veterinary clients can ask of their veteri-
narian:

• What is the anesthetic plan? Does it include a pre-anesthesia physi-
cal and laboratory examination appropriate for your dog? 

• Will your dog be intubated (that is, will a breathing tube inserted 
through the mouth into the wind pipe) to protect his lungs from 
blood and fluids present in the mouth and to deliver supplemental 
oxygen?

• Will the heart and lung functions be monitored frequently and regu-
larly by a trained and experienced person familiar with the effects 
and side effects of the anesthetic drugs used?

• Will emergency drugs in doses appropriate for my pet be readily 
available?

• Finally, what is the post-procedure pain plan? 

Alternative strategies
As an alternative to anesthesia, some vets will clean an older or mel-
lower dog’s teeth using an ultrasound scaler, a mild sedative, and a 
“sack” type of restraint. But this may not be feasible, even with a mel-
low dog, if there is serious gum disease.

If the risk of your dog’s going under anesthesia is too great, your vet 
may suggest an option of pulsing antibiotics. In those cases a dog 
might take an antibiotic for 10 days, go off the meds for several weeks, 
take another seven to 10-day course, and then off again. This might 
continue for some time, depending on the dog’s age and the severity of 
the dental disease.

continued on page 11

Dental and Oral Health Care for Dogs

10
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Springerfest 2016 
Glen Allen, Virginia

Picnic and fun for MAESSR  
friends, families, and volunteers

DATE: April 23, 2016       TIME: 10am–4pm

WHERE: Dude Ranch 
11015 Dude Ranch Road 

Glen Allen, VA 23059

Picnic admission covers park entrance, 
pavilion rental, and a boxed lunch.

You need to bring non-alcoholic beverages, chairs, and dog sup-
plies (e.g., water, treats, leash, and towels if your dog likes wa-
ter!). Dogs must be leashed at all times, even when swimming.

1. Price per person is $10, or $8 for MAESSR volunteers and their 
families. Registration in advance is required!

2. Payment can be made via the Marketplace or send a check no 
later than April 15 to MAESSR, P.O. Box 15354, Richmond, 
VA 23227.

3. When registering, please provide your name and names of 
guests, names of the dogs you may be bringing, and if ad-
opted from MAESSR, their adoption year.

4. A yearly highlight is our Tricky Tray Auction. If you would 
like to donate an item to add to the auction, just let us know.

5. Want to volunteer to help at the picnic? Please let us know—
there are plenty of jobs to be done.

6. Deadline for registration (Paypal or mail) is April 15.

7. Questions? Please contact Debbie Lipcsey at Springerfarm@
aol.com.

8. Dude Ranch website: www.duderanchpetresort.com/

Springerfest 2016 
Langhorne, Pennsylvania

Picnic and fun for MAESSR  
friends, families, and volunteers

DATE: May 7, 2016       TIME: 10am–4pm

WHERE: Core Creek Park 
Langhorne, PA 

Pavilion 11 (by the boat ramp)

Picnic admission covers park entrance, 
pavilion rental, and a boxed lunch.

You need to bring non-alcoholic beverages, chairs, and dog sup-
plies (e.g., water, treats, leash, and towels if your dog likes wa-
ter!). Dogs must be leashed at all times, even when swimming.

1. Price per person is $10, or $8 for MAESSR volunteers and their 
families. Registration in advance is required!

2. Payment can be made via the Marketplace or send a check no 
later than April 26 to MAESSR, P.O. Box 15354, Richmond, 
VA 23227.

3. When registering, please provide your name and names of 
guests, names of the dogs you may be bringing, and if ad-
opted from MAESSR, their adoption year.

4. A yearly highlight is our Tricky Tray Auction. If you would 
like to donate an item to add to the auction, just let us know.

5. Want to volunteer to help at the picnic? Please let us know—
there are plenty of jobs to be done.

6. Deadline for registration (Paypal or mail) is April 26.

7. Questions? Please contact Christine Lee at cannlee@verizon.
net.

8. Park website: www.buckscounty.org/government/departments/ 
ParksandRec, then Core Creek, then MapQuest link.

Several oral care products for pets are on the market. They can be used 
as a preventative measure and as treatment for senior dogs that are 
unable to tolerate a full dental cleaning. Biotene Veterinarian Drink-
ing Water Additive is a flavorless mixture that is a safe and healthy 
additive to keep the dog’s teeth clean without brushing. It contains 
the patented mixture of mutanase and dextranase enzyme system, 
which breaks down the glucan bonds that form the plaque biofilm. The 
enzyme is further potentiated with antibacterial enzymes for a compre-
hensive oral care system. This drinking water additive does not contain 
any harmful ingredients such as chlorhexidine, chlorine, or alcohol, and 
is safe enough for daily consumption. The mixture can be added to the 
drinking water and used daily.

What can pet owners do  
to promote dental and oral health?

The most important role owners can play in promoting dental and oral 
health is to be observant of their animals. Often, we are wrong when 
we think that our animals aren’t experiencing oral pain. We simply 
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Dental and Oral Health Care for Dogs continued from page 10

don’t understand dog language well enough. Also, we fail to spend 
enough quality time with them to notice symptoms of pain or discom-
fort. The best way to take care of our animals’ teeth is to make the 
effort to brush their teeth daily or at least three times weekly.

Teeth brushing and home care
The owner plays a pivotal role in his companion animal’s oral health 
care. It is important that the pet owner take an interest in his pet’s 
oral health. Daily teeth brushing is strongly recommended because it is 
beneficial to the pet and it provides an opportunity for close observa-
tion of oral problems.

If you don’t see a problem but smell a bad odor, have your veterinarian 
identify the source of the smell. Diagnosis is the first step toward den-
tal and oral health treatment. Usually, it requires dental radiography 
and periodontal probing.

Source—Pet Medical Library, American Animal Hospital Association and 
American Veterinary Dental College



MAESSR Marketplace
 HOW MANY ITEM DESCRIPTION/CIRCLE CHOICE PRICE TOTAL
 Pooch Pads – extra absorbent washable, waterproof dog bed pads, 30”x32” $20.00

 Springerpower Baseball Cap black hat with black/white dog $20.00
   navy hat with liver/white dog $20.00

 Springer Mom Baseball Cap pink Springer Spaniel mom $20.00

 Garden Flags (12”x17”) MAESSR Making dreams come true $15.00
   Easter Blossoms—black/white dog $15.00
   Easter Blossoms—liver/white dog $15.00
   Four Seasons Spring—black/white dog $15.00
   Four Seasons Spring—liver/white dog $15.00

 Note Cards  MAESSR calendar note cards—set of 12 $8.00

 Springer Pencil/Pen Cup liver/white dog $10.00

Phone #  ____________________________________ E-mail Address  _____________________________________           TOTAL

Ship To:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

All prices include shipping/postage costs. Please enclose this slip with your check made payable to MAESSR.
Mail to: MAESSR, P.O. Box 15354, Richmond, VA 23227

Springerfest Picnic Registration Form
I would love to help at 
the picnic!
¦ Glen Allen, Va.
¦ Langhorne, Pa.
¦ Jarrettsville, Md.
¦ Newville, Pa.

I can bring an item for
the raffle to:
¦ Glen Allen, Va.
¦ Langhorne, Pa.
¦ Jarrettsville, Md.
¦ Newville, Pa.

I can help onsite at:
¦ Glen Allen, Va.
¦ Langhorne, Pa.
¦ Jarrettsville, Md.
¦ Newville, Pa.

Put me down to help 
with:
¦ set-up
¦ clean-up
¦ registration
¦ however you need 

me

 Number MAESSR Volunteer/Family Guests $10.00 pp MAESSR Dogs Attending
 Attending $8.00 pp (list names) (list names) and Year Adopted Total
Dude Ranch, Glen Allen, Va. • Saturday, April 23

Core Creek Park, Langhorne, Pa. • Saturday, May 7

Jarrettsville, Md. • Saturday, September 10

Newville, Pa. • Saturday, October 8

Enclose check made payable to MAESSR. Here is my information:

Name: ____________________________________________

E-mail Address:  ____________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________________

Mail registration form and 
payment to:

MAESSR
P.O. Box 15354 
Richmond, VA 23227

12


